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F ARCHEOLOGISTS of a futufe age should ever 
have occasion to dig up American and European 
cities of this day, it is safe to say the art of Twen- 
tieth Century advertising would fascinate them. 
Then why should we not appreciaté this remarkable | 





art? 




















Appropriation 
By Sally Neill Roach 


Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you.—Joshua 1 : 3. 


HERE Israel trod, there Israel might possess: 
Although the land entire before them lay, 
And God, who through the Jordan led the way, 

Stood near his host to battle and to bless. 

But where they trod, though kings their powers unite, 
Though Sons of Anak in their strength oppose, 
That God who promised vict’ry o’er their foes 

Could make the sun stand still to win their fight. 

Just so, my Soul, the promisés are spread 
In rich expanse before thy lifted eyes: 
But only where thy foot of Faith shall tread 
Thy hand shall grasp and hold the longed-for 


prize. 
Thou shalt not be ashamed! Wake from the dead! 
Who pledges thee is Lord of earth and skies! 











A Gift That Cannot Be Bought 


Anything that is bought is not a gift to the one 


who buys it. Unless it is without price to the re- 
cipient, it is not a gift. The salvation God Offers 
lost men—and all men of themselves are lost —is 
“without money and without price.” That is grace; 
and grace never sells anything. Commenting on God’s 
Word in Revelation 22:17, “Whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely,” Andrew Bonar said: 
“To delay taking will be a sin; to bring a price will,be 
an insult. Think of a man of Israel bringing his shekel 
for the water! And think of a sinner offering God 


eat Teacher ....Luke 6: 1-49 
st Sinners ...... Luke 7. 
“Grea sionary™...... Luke 8 


a price for his great salvation!” Yet the whole modern 
emphasis in much that falsely assumes to ris- 
tianity is that we can somehow help to merit or earn 
our salvation by our good works. This is only 
another yey. of saying that we-can buy salvation 
from God. He says we cannot. He knows that man’s 


sin is so death-dealing and hopeless that nothing that 
man could dc would ever redeem him; only the 


precious blood of Christ, God’s only Son, is a large 
enough price. That price has been paid, The gift is 
now offered to all. ill you receive Him? 


a 
When God Says “If” 


Many of God’s biessings are cOnditional. He 
prothises to bless us “if” we do certain things to 
make it possible. By those “ifs” he limits himself. 
But the limitations are placed in our hands, for us 
to act upon. “If ye abide in me,” says our, Lord, 
“and my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you.” Do we want 
to have all the light we need? Again our Lord says, 
“If ... . thine eye be single, thy whole body shall 
be full of light.” Commenting on this word, F. W. 
Ainley, of gland, reminds of the blessed fact that 
“Our Lord’s ‘ifs’ are always possibilities.”. When God 
conditions a blessing upon one of his “ifs,” he al- 
ways shows us how we can at once meet the ¢on- 
dition. The Way is Christ. As we yield our very 
beings to him, and trust him wholly, he himself as 
our empowering life will meet the condition, . or 
show us how to meet the condition. So God's “ifs” 


are aly ) invitations to trust hith. His yoke is’ ‘os 


a 
Believing, When it is Hopeless 


There are altitudes to which hope hardly dare 
to soar. When Zacharias in the Holy Place was 
iven that wonderful prophecy of the birth of a sen 

- in the old age of himself and Elisabeth, he could not 
believe it, though he had prayed for it. It seemed 
too good to be true. His faith did not reach to 
the magnitude of his ancestor Abraham, who “stag- 
gered not at the promise of God through unbelief” 
(Rom. 4:20) —a similar promise. Abraham “against 


‘ which angels are most eager about. 


hope believed in hope” (Rom. 4:18). This example 
is one of the passages they love and use in that re- 
markable prayer power plant of the Great Commis- 
sion Prayer seth in 0; and one of the let- 
ters to their “prayer helpers” contains this extract: 
“Recently, when faith was being tried, one of our 
six office-helpers brought to our morning prayer- 
meeting this precious message: ‘Under utterly hope- 
less circumstances, he hopefully believed’ —Wey- 
mouth’s translation of Romans 4:18, first clause. 

as any situation ever more ‘utterly hopeless,’ hu- 
manly speaking, than was Abraham’s? And yet, ‘he 
staggered not,’ but went calmly on through the years 


hopefully believing, until God fulfilled his promise | 
to him ‘exceeding abundantly above all’ that Abra- | 


ham asked or thought; and its largest fulfilment is 
yet to come. So also God will do for you. No mat- 
ter how ‘utterly hopeless’ your situation, take this 
as God’s personal message to you: ‘Hope thou in 
God.’ Stagger not, for— ‘He abideth faithful.’” 


Pat 
When Angels Bend Over 


It is tragic that men are so indifferent to that 
Angels sang the 
incarnation Of the Redeemer from their choir-loft 
in the skies.” One of their number comforted the suf-~ 
fering Saviour when his few human friends failed 
because of heavy eyelids. Countless battalions of 
them would have appeared to fight for him against 
a world devil-bent on his crucifixion, had he al- 
lowed it, They were in evidence in his resurrection 


<i ascemsion, ,They havea knowledge.ameolouded by 
anh oe -_ “the sufferings of Christ, oe) 


yet, coneerning 
the gloties that should follow,” which inspired 
hets did not fully understand, but which Spirit- 
filled apostles explained to the early chufch (i € 
1:12) —these things “the angels desire toé look into. 
The apostle has employed here the verb parakupt 
“to stoop alongside of,” used for the bending o 
the body forward to examine an object intently. «This 
was. the exact attitude of the gold-carved cherubim 
in the Holy of Holies, of Tabernacle and Temple, 
over the mercy-seat! We may well ask ourselves if 
we who are the recipients of redemption, and who 


-alone have the privilege of —— it, are as eager 
e 


as angels to understand all its wonder and glory. 


Guidance 


“He leadeth Me” (Psa. 23 : 2) 


Guidance is usually a step at a time. 


LL of us need this lesson. “We want our guid- 
ance as far in advance as possible instead of 
being content to walk with God a step at a 

time. Yet this is ai once faith’s severest test and high- 
est development. Most of our mistakes in guidance 
come from our wanting to see beyond the next turn 
in the road, or the next bend in the river. “I thank 
God for the tracklessness of.the desert,” said a de- 
vout child of God. It is a beautiful picture. The 
traveler who rises in the morning to traverse the 
great desert looks out upon a trackless waste. There 
is not a trace of a sign-board nor beaten path. There 
is but one thing for him to do. ‘That is to follow 
his guide, step by step, through all the weary jour- 
ney of the day over the untrodden waste. ‘Such 
the perfect walk of the child of God who has learned 
to trust him. Such was Abraham’s, who went.ferth 
“not knowing whither he went”. save. that. he was 
following the Guide who: was leading him. Such is 
the lesson Christ. brings to us when he.says, “Are 
there not twelve hours in the day?” His life was 
so meted ot by God that he lived every hour in his 








Editor’s Note—“Gratis ye have received, gratis give.” 
Finding this to be the correct translation of Matthew 1 : 8, 
Mr. James H. McConkey came to believe that it was God’s 
will for him to give all his Bible studies free, and he has 
always done so, their publication being supported: by free 
will offerings. .The article on this and the next page, com- 
cluded from last week, which is Mr. McConkey’s latest 
study, may be had therefore in leaflet form simply by writ- 
ing for it to the Silver Publishing Company, Bessemer 
Building, Pittsburgh. If you are not in special need of 
guidance yourself, doubtless you have some friend whe is. 





is ° 


Father’s plan and purpose, taking no anxious thought 
for the morrow. And our Lord means this same 
lesson for us when he says, “As the Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you.” Do we doubt this 
step-by-step guidance for the future? Then let ‘us 
look back upon the years of the past. No child of 
God can do so without unspeakable gratitude and 
wonderment. For God has led him every faltering 
step: of his way up to the very hour at-which he 


reads these lines. 
*_ * kK * 


Guidance may be by stops as well as by steps. 


“The stops of a good man, as well as his steps, 
are ordered by the Lord,” says George Miiller. Nat- 
urally an opened door seems more like ‘guidance to 
us than a closed one. Yet God may guide by the 
latter as definitely as by the former. Fis guidance 
of the children of Israel by the pillar of cloud and 
fire is a clear case in point (Num. 9). When the 
cloud was lifted the Israelites took up their march. 
It was the guidance of God to move onward. But 
when the: cloud tarried and abode upon the taber- 
nacle then the people rested in their tents. “And 
whether it were two days, or a month, or a year, that 
‘the cloud tarried . . . the children of Israel abode 
in their tents, and journeyed not.” “At the com- 
mandment of the Lord they rested . .. and at the 
commandment of the Lord they journeyed.” -Both 
the tarrying and the journeying were guidance from 
the Lord; the one as much as the other. We, when 
we ate hindered or stayed from moving forward, 


-are prone to think that we are having no gu‘dance. 
‘In fact, no guidance forward may be guidance of 
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the most real sort. It is simply guidance -to wait. 
Waiting, with the cloud, is true and blessed guidance. 
Going ahead without it is simply human wilfulness. 


; *_ * * * 
Again, guidance is usually cumulative. 


That is, God does not confine our guidance to any 
one proof or’ leading, but confirms it by cumulative 
signs and indications. He not only led Saul to An- 
anias, but prepared Ananias for Saul. He led Philip 
to the wilderness, there to find some one whom he 
had prepared for Philip. He gives a message from 
the Word, and then leads us to those who need to 
hear it. He confirms the Word by the Spirit, and 
buttresses the inner guidance by external circum- 


stances. He makes us fruitful in one service, and 
barren in another. He gives joy and blessing in the 
ministry he is drawing us to, and distaste and unrest 


in that he is leading us from. He forges one link 
after another in the chain of guidance until the whole 
is complete and convincing. Of this kind is the state- 
ment of Christ concerning prayer, that if two of his 
own be agreed touching anything it shall be given 
them. The truth here is Lotter expressed in the 
thought “if two of you find yourselves agreed.” If 
one of us is guided to a certain petition in prayer 
we might have some doubt as to our own leading in 
the matter. But when another believer, and then 
another, is led the same way the proof becomes cu- 
‘mulative that our leading is coming from a common 
source, namely, the Lord in the midst of us. The 
word “to be agreed” here is a musical expression 
meaning “to strike the same note.” The truth is a 
beautiful one. For the unison of a great orchestra 
in striking the same note as it tunes up is proof con- 
clusive that the common note came from a single 
source. So when Spirit-led men and women find 
themselves “striking the same note” in their prayer 
goenene it is pretty sure proof that this note came 
rom a single source, their own great Leader. 


‘9 + @ 
Beware of short-cuts in guidance. 


I recall a summer day in Switzerland. A number, 


of us were crossing a great glacier. The path was 
narrow and winding. Present y we came to a point 
where the guide, instead of continuing straight ahead, 
made a sharp, sudden détour to the right” Of course 
all of us followed his lead —that is, all but one 
man, \He was evidently annoyed at the détour and 
resolved to take a short-cut. So he started straight 
ahead instead of following in the pathway. Imme- 
diately the guide rushed odie grasped him by the 
_collar,, and with no gentle hand dragged him. back. 
. Then, without a pd he pointed te a patch of snow 
upon which the man was about to tread. Instead of 

ing a sure foothold for his steps, it was a mere 
crust of snow covering a great crevasse opening into 
the very bowels of the glacier. Had he trodden upon 
it he would have gone down to an unspeakable death 
into the heart of the great glacier. The short-cut 
would have ended in appalling disaster. 

A similar peril besets the believer’s walk.. Some- 
times our Guide seems too slow for us. Haste of 
spirit; eagerness for results; coufsel of well-mean- 
ing friends; seeming delay of God to lead us on- 
ward — these things and others of a kind, tempt us 
to take short-cuts toward desired ends. But like 
the man on the glacier we make a mistake which may 
end in disaster, At times God does indeed seem to 
lead us by devious and roundabout paths. But it 
pays us far better to make détours with him than 
to take short-cuts without him. % 


ee o-8 
Beware too of flesh and blood guidance. 


Flesh and blood could not reveal the Christ to 
Simon’ Peter. Neither can it reveal the things of 
Christ to us. Nor does it matter whether it is our 
own. flesh and blood or that of some other, For the 
other. man’s flesh and blood is compassed with the 
same infirmities and subject to the same errors as 
ours. Moreover the man who relies upon his friends 
for his ‘guidance soon finds that the variety of ad- 
vice they offer only increases the number of his per- 
plexities. Then, too, it is a divine principle that God 
does not reveal to another man his plans for your 
life. Christ’s rebuke of Peter for wanting to know 
his will for John is the clearest possible proof of this 
(John 21:22). You may help the little child to walk 
in its beginnings of the art. But if it is ever to 
learn to walk alone there comes a time.when it must 
let go of your hand entirely and cease from all de- 
pendence upon you. The believer who. would learn 
to walk with God must learn the same lesson.. And 
as baby learns it at..the cost of some tumbles, even 
so must the Christian learn it at the cost of some 
mistakes. It were better learned that way than not 
to be learned at all. -The price of a few blunders is 
not too high for such a treasure as a walk alone 
with God in the place of his own God-given guidance. 
Does God then have no place for your Christian 
friends th this. matter of guidance? He surely does. 
Get all the help, all the light upon God’s Word, all 
the experience of others you possibly can. That is, 
you may get facts from others. But you must make 
your decisions yourself. For when we reach the 
place of decision we cannot evade the personal, pa- 
tient waiting upon God alone through which we 
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learn the most precious lessons of his guidance. Last 


of all: 
*-_ * = * 


Guidance is sure for those who wait and pray. 


Sometimes our perplexity is so great that it seems 
no guidance will ever come. For such times the 
psalmist has a precious message in his word about 
the night-watchers. “My soul waiteth for the Lord 
more than they that watch for the morning” (Psa. 
130:6). How do men who wait in the night hours 
for the dawn, watch for the morning? The answer 
is fourfold, 

They. watch in darkness, 

They watch for that which comes slowly. 

They watch for that which is sure to come. 

They watch for that which when it does come 

brings the light of day. 
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_So is it with us who wait for guidance. Often our 

rplexity is so extreme that we seem to be waiting 
in total darkness, Often too as we wait, even as 
those who wait for the day, the first faint streaks of 
dawn seem to come, oh, so slowly! Then, too, as 
there never yet has been a night which was not sure 
to end in the dawn, so our night’of unceftainty is sure 
to end in the dawning light of God’s guidance. Lastly, 
as the slow-coming dawn when it does arrive brings 
light and blessing without measure, so when our 
God-given guidance at last breaks upon us it will 
so rejoice our waiting souls and so illumine our be- 


clouded path we shall almost forget the long days 
when we waited in darkness; waited for that which 
was so slow in coming; yet waited for that which 
was as sure to come as the tender radiance of the 
dawn was sure to those who watched and waited for 
the morning, 





Did the Flood Cover the Whole World? 


I am enclosing a copy of an article in the Pathfinder, 
of Washington, D. C., which is in the form of a ques- 
tion and answer, under the head of “Question Box,” 
concerning the Deluge of Noah, and which presents the 
subject from a new viewpoint, at least- to myself — 
that is, the size of the ark and the number of species 
to be housed therein. 

Will you kindly tell me how this may be answered 
from the viewpoint of the believer in the inspiration 
of the Bible? If we believe that Creation was finished 
as Genesis 1 relates, and that there was a universal 
deluge according to Genesis 7, covering the whole earth 
as we know ity how can we say that Noah preserved 
alive in the ark specimens of so many different kinds 
of animal life? 

I.am a believer in the inspiration of the Bible and 
a minister ofan orthodox denomination, and fully be- 
lieve the Biblical accounts of Creation and the Deluge; 
but this matter of the inadequacy of the ark to contain 
all the animals is something I have not come across 
before—A Montana Reader. 


The article is entitled “Biblical Deluge ‘and the 
Bible,” and is as follows: 


Did the flood mentioned in the Bible cover the world? 

Only by limiting the Deluge to a small part of the earth’s 
surface can the Biblical account be harmonized with sci- 
ence. The popular theory is that mankind ‘of that period 
had not spread beyond the valley of the Euphrates and 
Tigris, and Syria; and. that the Flood extended only far. 
enough to be universal as to mankind, No human remains 
or other evidence has been brought to light to prove any 
world-wide destruction 6f life at that time. The size of 
the ark is one argument against the Deluge being uni- 
versal. 

As there are about 1,700 species of animals, 6,000 species 
of birds, 1,000 of reptiles, and 550,000 of insects, Noah could 


_not have taken in his ark seven of every variety of clean 


beasts, and two of the unclean, and seven of every kind 
of fowl of the air. What he probably did was to save that 
number of every creature then known to man. 

The ark is supposed to have measured 547 by gr feet, 
and was three stories high, encompassing 150,000 square 
feet, a space, too. small by many times for standing room, 
beside food and storage room, for specimens of every 
earthly creature. The eight persons said to have been in 
the ark could not have fed so many animals. Besides, peo- 
ple’ of that remote period did not know the animals of 
the polar regions or the tropics, and even if they had ob- 
tained these creatures some of them would not have been 
able to -bear the change of climate. Peculiar species of 
animals belong to each quarter of the globe. Their an- 
cestors have left their record in ancient rocks. (fossilized 
remains), and the succession has been unbroken. If all 
animal life had been destroyed in a huge world-wide 
flood, a lapse would be noticeable in this succession. 

The notion of a universal Deluge is at variance with 
reason.- There are many places on earth higher than 


‘Mount Ararat (17,750 feet), where the ark is said to have 


rested. Scripture assigns as the causes of the Flood, forty- 
days’ rains, the breaking up of the fountains of the great 
deep, and the openings of the flood-gates of heaven. One 
scientific investigator says that if the surface of the earth 
in round numbers is 510,000,000 square kilometers, and the 
elevation of the highest mountain reaches about 9,000 
meters, the water required to make such a flood universal 
would amount to about 4,600,000,000 cubic kilometers. Now 
a forty-days’ rain, ten times more copious than the most 
violent rainfall now. known, would raise the level of the 
sea: only 800.meters. Since the height to be obtained is 
about 9,000 meters, there is a gap of over 8,000 meters still 
to be filled. . 

It has been suggested that the axis of the earth was 
shifted on account of the earth’s collision with a comet, 
or that powerful volcanic eruptions raised North and South 
America from the deep, which caused a tremendous tidal 
wave to’ overflow the then known world. Earthquakes 
and destructive storms were frequent about the Gulf of 
Persia in those days. .Von Schwartz says there was.a vast 
Mongolian. Sea,. equal in size to the Mediterranean, that 
broke through its.walls and sent 3,000,000 cubic kilometers 
of water into the region north of Petsia, Armenia, and the 
Caucasus, covering the whole plain, until drained away by 
the, Black Sea and the Mediterranean into the Atlantic 
Ocean. This might have caused an overflow lasting for 
several months, causing the ark to drift westward to Mt. 
Ararat.in the mountains of Armenia. 

There are other theories. One is that there was once 
no Mediterranean Sea, but only a fertile valley which 
constituted the then known world. Suddenly the Atlantic 
burst its bounds and floeded the land. Torrents of rain _ 





and the melting ice of the North probably swelled the 
inundation. 

We should bear in mind ‘that it is’ neither possible nor 
necessary to check up Scriptures strictly with modern 
scientific knowledge. Religion and faith do not depend 
on scientific proofs. If we grant that the Creator is all- 
powerful, then all things are possible, irrespective of what 
the people of any given age recognize as “science.” The 
people of Biblical days knew much less about science than 
we do, and we know much less than people of future ages 
will. With our imperfect knowledge, therefore, it is idle 
for us to try to pass final decision on such things. In 
the fulness of time all truth will become reconciled, but 
meantime the world has to put up with conflicting: versions. 
People will know the truth just as fast as they are equal 
to it. 


This article was sent to Professor George Mec- 
Cready’ Price, of St. Helena, Cal., author of “Q. E. D.” 
and other works on geology, and a frequent con- 
tributor to The Sunday School Times; his answer 
follows: 

I am glad that the writer of this article admits 
that: “If we grant-that the Creator is all-powerful, 
then all things are possible, irrespective of what the 
ne of any given age recognize as ‘science.’” This, 

take it, is the only safe attitude for any one to 
take who calls himself a Christian. Nevertheless, I 
believe that recent discoveries show that’ the doctrine 
-Of .a universal Deluge is-quite ‘capable of defense in 
‘a purely scientific:way.. As for-the amount of water 
-on the globe; a few geological facts will suffice. 

The entire surface of the globe is calculated to be 
196,940,000 square miles. About 69.6 percent of this, 
or 137,000,000 square miles is covered with water, 
the rest, or some: 30.4 percent, making about 59,- 
000,000 square miles, is dry land. The average depth 
of the ocean is now stated as about 13,000 feet, or 
about what Murray first made it. The average height 
of the land is given as about 2,300 feet. Hence the 
ocean is about 5.6 times as deep as the land is high; 
and as the ocean’s surface is about 2.8 times that o 
the land, there must be about 15.6 times as much water 
below the sea level as there is dry land above this 
level. Accordingly, if all the present dry land should 
sink beneath the ocean, the actual level of the water 
would be raised only about 650 feet, or little more 
than ten times the height to which the tide some- 
times rises in the Bay of Fundy. Furthermore, if 
all the present inequalities of the globe were smoothed 
out, so that all the solid part would be of a uni- 
form level, the waters would completely cover the 
globe to a depth of about 9,000 feet, or 1.56 miles. 
As Professor L. V. Pirsson expresses it, “If a ball 
three feet in diameter were dipped in water, and with- 
drawn, the film of wetness adhering to it like a skin 
of varnish would represent the ocean.” 

In other words, both the height of the lands and 
the depth of the ocean are quite insignificant. whe 
compared with the size of: the globe as a whole; an 
yet it.would be a very easy matter for the earth to 
get such a jar as would start it wabbling, with the 
generation of vast tides which would spill the oceans 
over all the lands, and repeat this process twice 
each twenty-four hours. Must we now own that it 
is one of the standing wonders of nature that the 
ocean has within historic times kept so steadily within 
its allotted bounds? “Hitherto shalt thou come,. but 
no further.” 

It is often said that the modern animals of such 
countries as Australia and South America resemble 
the antediluvian animals whose fossils are found in 
the rocks of these countries. This is a very super- 
ficial way. to look at the matter; and there are as 
many exceptions to this rule as in favor of it. Be- 
sides, North América and Europe are the only parts 
of the world that we know much about geologically, 
and we have done little more than make reconnai- 
sance surveys of even these regions. And certainly 
this supposed rule will not apply to North America. 
For camels, rhinoceroses, elephants, megatheriums, 
sabre-tooth tigers, with many other huge animals, are 
found as fossils here in America. Even the horse, 


(Concluded on page 844) 




















Lesson for October. 1. 


Luke 1 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





‘ 


Do You Know— 


That the Sadhu Sundar Singh, the Christian mystic of India, has 
held two large meetings in the Great Hall of the League of 
Nations at Geneva, as part of his European Campaign? ould 
you like to hear what he said at the Keswick Convention? 


That the French Government’s procotol with the Allies to give 
impartial protection to all religions is becoming a “scrap of 
paper,” and that France is strangling Protestant missions? 


How the Soviet Rulers are planning to destroy Christianity, 
both Catholic and Protestant? 


That Bulgaria is being visited by Holy Spirit revival blessing? 


That Sir William Willcocks, the great engineer, has had a deep 
spiritual experience and is now devoting his time and income 
to giving the Gospel to the people of Egypt? “It is interesting 
indeed to think of this great irrigator with his vast undertak- 
ings for bringing water to the desert lands of Egpyt and Meso- 
potamia as also busy canalizing the Water of Life to the thirsty 
populations of the same lands.” 


How China is experiencing great movements both for and 
against Christianity ? 
That Harvard University is. shockingly anti-Jewish ? 


Can you 
say why the Unitarian should be opposed to the Jew? 


If: you do not know the further facts- of these. startlingly significant 
events, you’ can get more fully informed by reading, in next’ week’s: issue of 
The Sunday: School Times, a new department, 


Religious Life and Thought of the World 


A Monthly Survey by Ernest Gordon 


. 


Commencing next week, The Sunday School Times will devote two full 
pages once a month to one of the most brilliant, fascinatingly interesting, 
vitally significant, and broadly comprehensive departments of religious jour- 
nalism ever offered to the Christian public, 


The seven news items of which only the merest hint is given above are 


od typical of the unusual material which Mr. Gordon will bring, this month 


and eyery month, exclusively before Times readers, 


Few men have the equipment for this unique work that Mr. Gordon 
has. Son of the late Dr. A. J. Gordon of sainted memory, he himself is an 
unusual combination: a Harvard graduate who holds staunchly to the 
Fundamentals of the Christian faith. 


In addition to this he is an exceptional scholar, a wide traveler, an 
able writer; he lived for fifteen years in Europe, and reads or. speaks the 


‘Janguages of France, Germany, Italy, Scandinavia, Holland, Russia, and Spain. 


If you will turn from this announcement to the adjoining column you 


- may know more about Mr. Gordon and his new ministry.. His intimate 
_personal friend Dr. Strong, who writes-the sketch, is an editorial writer on 


the staff of The Sunday School Times. i 
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He Links Culture with Faith. 
An appreciation of Mr. Ernest Gordon, Editor 
of The Sunday School Times’ new départment, 
“Survey of Religious Life and Thought” 
By John Henry Strong, D.D. 

















“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, _ 
whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things | 
are of good report ... think on these things.” 

From what Mr. Gordon's friends say of him, 
he is one who fulfills this injunction of the 
apostle to the Philippian Church. One of his 
intimate friends is Dr. Strong, the well-known 
Baptist minister, former professor in Rochester 
Theological Seminary, former pastor in Balti- 
more, and a frequent contributor to The Sun- 


day School Times. 


HE Sunday School Times and its readers are 

to be profoundly congratulated on the new re- 

ligious news feature soon to be introduced into 
its columns, and on the man who has been secured 
to establish and maintain this new department of 
religious intelligence. 

There would be far less pessimism in the church 
of Christ and far less faintheartedness in religious 
effort if Christian people could only be kept in- 
formed of the achievements of the Gospel which are 
disclosed by a really broad survey of the religious 
and moral life of the world. But where is this to 
come from? What men are capable of. supplying 
this widely gleaned material? Our religious papers 
are not in touch with it. Our denominational boards 
cannot supply it, for they are absorbed, and properly, 
with their individual fields. To discern what God 
is doing in the world at large one must survey a vast 
area. One must take in the fields of politics and in- 
dustry. One must be in intimate touch with the in- 
tellectual life of the great universities at home and 
abroad. One must be at home with scientific, literary, 
philosophical, and religious thought, as well as with 
the immediate and distinctive fields of the church’s 
action throughout the world. But what men have 
the linguistic outfit, even though equipped with the 
intellectual. and - spiritual aptitudes and discernment, 
thus to watch life in the large and report for others 
the signs which shadow forth God’s hand and show 
whither his purpose is tending? They are few in- 
deed, and the’ church is under debt to them when they 
are found. 

Most men who know Mr. Ernest Gordon know 
him as a reformer. They know him as the quiet, 
unobtrusive, but determined apostle of the movement 
in this country which culminated in the passing of 
the Eighteenth Amendment. I say the “apostle” be- 
cause, although the cause of abstinence had. long 
had moral and had begun to have industrial, momen- 
tum in our country, it was Mr. Gordon who through 
wide and intimate: knowledge and through his per- 
sonal touch with such’ leading European’ ‘scientists 
as Professors Masaryk, Vandervelde,’ Gilbert Mur- 
ray, of Oxford, Forel, Kraepelin, Westergaard, and 
many others, popularized among us the established 
results of the European scientific study of alcohol, 
and so added the cutting wedge that made the tem- 
perance cause in America irresistible. 

When in 1911 the Maine Law was in jeopardy, it 
was Mr. Gordon who organized an international ap- 
peal to the citizens of that pioneer state, signed 
by the intelligentia of many lands, to stand by their 
law for the sake of the world. It was he also who 
put through for Professor Irving Fisher, of Yale, 
the Memorial for National Prohibition which was 
signed by one thousand leading Americans. This 
was alleged on the floor of the Sénate to be the 
most brilliantly signed petition ever brought to Wash- 
ington, But Mr. Gordon’s unique contribution to 
the movement was his book, “The Anti-alcohol 
Movement in Europe,” of which Mayor Cotterill, of 
Seattle, could say at the time of its publication, “No 
single thing will so contribute to the extension of 
Prohibition in America as the widespread circula- 
tion of this book.” 

Though that great cause still needs direction and 
support, it. has virtually been carried; and Mr. Gor- 
don’s abilities are now liberated as they have not 
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been before for other wide-reaching activities for 
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he was well. I do not know for how many years 
and in how many lands Ernest Gordon waged as 
valorous a battle as Stevenson’s for restored health 
and working-power. A journey round the world was 
undertaken to regain it: For five years his mother 
made her home with him in’ Stockholm, where he 
devoted himself to learning Sloyd and became an 
artist in wood-carving, cabinet-making, book-binding, 
and other handicrafts. 

The few moments of each day when he could per- 
mit himself to study were spent in acquiring wide 
vocabularies in the many languages with whose cur- 
rent literature he keeps in constant touch. I need 
only say that he not only reads with ease but in 
many cases speaks the tongues of France, Germany, 
Italy, Scandinavia, Holland, Russia, and Spain, to 
show the extent to which this intim has gone. I 
know of no one who is so sure to have read the 
last Life of Christ in the French, the last uplifting 
biography from Switzerland, the last stirring volume 
on “Authority in Religion” from some professor in 
Ziirich or Vienna, or to haye noted the last flaming 
sign of Christian advance from some forgotten cor- 
ner of the world. Through his knowledge of Nor- 
wegian, Swedish, and Danish he was enabled to ren- 
der yeoman’s service during his residence in those 
lands, entering into newspaper controversy, challeng- 
ing the epinion of no mean adversaries, and correct- 
ing misrepresentations of situations in America which 
otherwise might have been very damaging to the 
cause of right. 

Mr. Gordon’s life has always seemed to me a 
remarkable example of providential planning and 
control. From his father he received gifts of seren- 
ity, taste, and insight, and from his gifted mother 
an acquisitiveness and immense driving power which 
needed only the breath of the Spirit and the fire 
of a vital religious experience to be forged into a 
high power of unselfish service. How many men 
would voluntarily go steerage on a transatlantic liner 
to turn the sum saved into some languishing moral 
or religious cause? Such is the spirit that is in him. 
Yet it took the wanderings of ill-health ‘to orientate 
him in many lands and make him an interpreter to 
others of the broader life and expérience with which 
he is ever communing. 

Why is culture so seldom linked with faith, and 
beauty with goodness, and great gifts with the in- 
dispensable grace of a humble spirit? But when 
knowledge is united with a bleeding pity, and an ac- 

uaintance with human history with the ‘conviction 
that spiritual regeneration will alone save society, 
and when blood-earnestness in evangelization and et- 
fort finds its sharpest spur in the glorious hope of 
our Lord’s return, then what a weapon is forged 
for the church and mankind! These are the men to 
pray for, and these are the men to hear when God 
gives them. . 

Sitting one day at the table of Sir Alexander Simp- 
son in Edubureh, we were speaking of the news ar- 
ticles of Mr. Gordon in one of our religious journals 
when the great Scotchman turned and said, “Is that 
the source of that amazing fund of religious infor- 
mation? I have been amazed for years at it, and 
have wondered again and again what its source might 
be. So that was Ernest Gordon! At last I under- 
stand !” N 

And this is what The Sunday School Times has 
in store for its readers. 


RocHester, N. Y. 








New York’s Seventeen Years 
of Tent Evangelism ‘ 

















EVENTEEN years ago the churches of New 

York felt that the Gospel message should go to 
those who do not go to church. So they organized 
the Evangelistic Committee of New York City, now 
incorporated. They sent to Philadelphia for a man 
to set up the work, the Rev. Dr. James B. Ely. Then 
they set up tents all over the city, shouted the mes- 
sage from the street corners, and invaded the parks, 
shops, and other places where people congregated. 
After two years, Dr. Arthur J. Smith, who had been 
evangelist worker for the committee from the begin- 
ning, was invited to become the general secretary of 
the work, and he has been in charge ever since. __ 

The Evangelistic Committee of New York City, 
Inc., has been in the business of reaching the un- 
churched long enough to make a clear estimate of 
its work, and determine whether it has been making 
good. Every summer of this entire period 
the church certainly has been taken to the people — 
300,000 or so of them each year have heard the Gos- 
pel — the old Gospel of salvation from sin, preached 
not in cloister or from the housetop in the city of 
skyscrapers, but down on the curb, where the people 
are, and in tent and shop. Every. winter the church 
has Been taken to groups in. homes in the form of 
Bible classes. Other groups are trained for evan- 
gelistic work. 

But are the people taken back to the church? From 
one tent center in two years 1,022 were brought into 
active church relations. The total for the period 
runs into the thousands. But this is not all. In 
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many parts of the city, particularly in foreign-speak- 
ing centers, mew churches have s up. The 
nucleus of one church was a band of anarchists 
broken up by the evangelists, who won the Reds 
to Jesus Christ. They are now the officers and workers 
of the church. There are Hungarian, Italian, Span- 
ish, and English churches to show that this part of 
the slogan of the Committee, “We take the Church 
to the People and bring the People to the Church,” 
has been made good. 

Last summer a pastor secured a tent for a section 
neey building up in Queens borough. Now there 
is a church on the site, started in the tent. 

But this is not all; pastors who had fallen by the 
wayside have been reclaimed; men who have heard 
the Master’s call have studied for the ministry and 
are now serving him; others are devoted church 
workers, assistants to pastors, Sunday-school super- 
intendents and teachers, and a great division of the 
church militant has been created. | A 

Perhaps the most valuable part of the work to the 
church and nation at large has been the work among 
the foreign-spe .. In-this. clearing house for the 
immigrant, whence they scatter to the four quarters 
of the land, they are reached before they sweep east, 
west, north, and south. If there be a problem in the 
immigrant, for the cities and towns to which ‘they 
migrate, it is not in those who are brought into re- 
lation to Jesus Christ before they leave New York. 
They, become an asset instead of a liability. The 
place of their abode, whether permanent or tempor- 
ary, is indebted to the Evangelistic Committee, for it 
has sent them good citizens. \ 

And those who return to their native lands have 
carried a new hope with them. They become foreign 
missionaries effective in spreading the: Gospel. 

The Evangelistic Committee of New York City 
has made good. It has a Something and Some One 
to herald, and the people receive it and him gladly. 
That is why thousands far from New York City 
send money to help carry on the work in the greatest 
home-foreign missionary center in the world; great- 
est not alone because it is the largest center of popu- 
lation, but because of its peculiar make-up. It could 
reach thousands more if there were more persOns 
praying and helping in the work. 

New Yorx Crry. 


Did the Flood: Cover the Whole Earth ? 
(Concluded from page 542) 


identical with the modern horse, is found fossil here 
in America; and yet it had become utterly extinct 
when America was discovered, the wild horses of 
colonial days having been descended from horses in- 
troduced by the Spaniards. 

And if all these animals (with many more. that 
might be mentioned) became extinct at the same 
time, we have a problem in race extinction which 
will need a universal deluge to explain it. And if we 
suppose that the dinosaurs were also living contem- 
poraneously with the animals above mentioned, and 
disappeared at the same time, then surely we have 
conclusive evidence that a most tremendous world- 
catastrophe must have taken place, especially since 
the abundant remains of all these animals are now 
found buried in sands and other sediments deposited 
by water, and since there is no reliable scientific evi- 
dence to show that they did not all live side by side, 
contemporary with one another, or to forbid that 
they were all destroyed at the same general time. 

So much, then, for the “possibility and the proba- 
bility of a universal Deulge. We could go around the 
whole world, and find this evidence confirmed and 
strengthened on every continent. 

A word or two about the ark. It is certainly a 
most remarkable fact that the proportional dimen- 
sions of the ark have been in these days fixed upon 
as the very best for combining the requisites of 
strength, capacity, and stability, All our modern 
large steamships are built in substantially the same 
relative proportions, one famous warship having been 
deliberately built on the exact proportions of the 
ark, only one-seventh smaller. 

I am content to take the dimensions as stated in 
this article as being probably as near as we can get 
to the real size and capacity of the ark. But it is 
quite the reverse of the truth to say that this ca- 
pacity was not sufficient to hold the animals neces- 
sary to serve as the ancestors of all that we now have 
on earth. Just think of it: 150,000 square feet means 
almost four acres of floor space,’ distributed among 
three decks, with a high space between the decks. 
Why, a modern circus man would almost take the 
contract to stow away samples of all the present-day 
species of animals in this space; and on the other 
hand I am sure that modern discoveries in zoology 
have greatly simplified this problem for us. 

The article in the Pathfinder states that there are 
1,700 recognized species of mammals,. 6,000 of birds, 
1,000 of reptiles, and some half million species of in- 
sects. This is not a very accurate estimate, but it will 
answer our present purpose. For who that knows 
anything .about the results attained by Mendelism and 
modern studies in heredity, imagines that it would 
require this number of original forms to produce 
our present ones? 
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Does intelligent man doubt that our two 


an 
“species” t modern elephants could- have 


from a common’ stock? Could not our two “spe- 


cies” of tapirs have a common parentage? Simi- 
larly, all the various alleged “species” of rhinoceros 
are doubtless of one origin. All the alligators and 
crocodiles of both the Old and the New World may 
very probably have arisen from one original pair 
surviving from the Deluge,—even if it is necessary to 
suppose that such water-loving creatures had to be 
specially preserved and protected from the Flood. 
‘here are some twenty-edd listed “species” of wild 
igs scattered over the world; and yet Flower and 
ydekker, the standard English authorities, say that 
they would probably be found to be all capable of 
breeding freely together,—in other words, they 
would all be really of one species, in the proper sense 
of this much abused word. 
And so we — go on. But in the light of this 
principle, the task of qreounting Zee the number of 
survivors from a_ universal luge requisite for 
starting the world over again is so enormously re- 


duced, that it does not give the slightest difficulty to - 


any one who will give it a candid consideration. In- 
deed, as Christians, we ought to feel like thanking 
Mendelism and the modern science of genetics, not 


only because it has now effectually superseded the™ 


old guess-work of Darwinism, but because it has 


given us the details of how a comparatively few spe-. 


cies of animals surviving from the Deluge could have 
served to start the world over again, and thus be- 
come the progenitors of that pleasing variety of life 
which we see in our modern world. 








The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost, D.D. 
| Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 

















But as for thee, stand thou here by me, and I will 
speak unto thee all the commandments, and the stat- 
utes, and the judgments, which thou shalt teach them, 
that they may do them in the land which I give them 
to possess it (Deut. 5:31). 


SSIBLY some of us have sometimes wondered 
‘what ‘God would ‘say to us if he Had us, like 
Moses, on some lonely mount, or if he should sud- 
denly. meet us, as Christ met the men going to 
Emmaus, on. some busy road. ‘Would he. talk to us 
about the ages which are to come? Or would he 
speak to us of the new Jerusalem, with its pedrly 
gates and genes streets? Or, better, would he tell 
us of our loved ones who have gone beyond, whose 
faces we long to see and whose voices we yearn to 
hear? These are questions which, if not profitable, 
are at least natural and innocent. And it is not 
clear that they are not profitable. However this last 
may be, we have our answer: in the verse before us; 
and the answer is a surprise. 

God suddenly came upon Moses on the dusty plain. 
As for the Children of Israel, he told them to get 
into their tents, for they were evidently unworthy 
to see his face and hear his voice. But Moses was 
his friend, and he could speak face to face with him, 
just as we hope he might speak with us. And what 
did Jehovah have to say to this one whom he knew 
and loved? Did he talk of things to come, or 
things unseen, or things missed and longed for? Not 
a word was said of these. The message was~of the 
now and ‘here; of himself and Moses; of present 
privilege and pressing duty. And it was a short mes- 
sage. And, also, it was a very practical one. This it 
was: “Stand thou here by me”; this was its begin- 
ning. “And I will speak unto thee all the com- 
mandments, and the statutes, and the judgments,” this 
was its continuance. “Which thou shalt teach them, 
that they may do them in the land which I give them 
to possess it”; this was its ending. God is a strange 
God, is he not? He does not talk about the things 
which we expect him to speak of; and he insists upon 
discoursing about the things which we are only half 
interested in. And yet, he is a perfect God, is he 
not? being this in wisdom and love, knowing just 
what we need to hear and insisting upon our listen- 
ing to it. Suppose, then, we let him speak to us, 
through Moses, in his own way. What now do we 
hear him say? In brief it is this. : 

First, be sure of contact and communion, and, 
therefore, take your place in my presence and by 
my side. Second, let the fyture and even the loved 
ones go just now; but oh, be sure to remember 
my commandments, statutes, and judgments. And 
last, what you learn, teach! Ah, this is a talk which 
is a sermon indeed. It is short, easily remembered, 
and so simple that even a child may understand it. 
But how pregnant with meaning it 1s, and how tre- 
mendously searching and solemn. I wonder, after 
all, if we want God suddenly to meet us in the 
ways of life and frankly talk to us as he will choose 
to do. It will be well if we say, Yes. For his con- 
versations —if we will but listen —are sweet com- 
munings, and they will always make for the uplift 
of our souls, 


Princeton, N. J. 
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Deeper Victory at Linwood Park 


With the Great Commission as the steady objective of the Conference 
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Christ at this conference, and the tenderness 
of their hearts, have gone beyond anything 

I have ever seen in any conference in America.’ 
That is the comment made on the Victorious Life Con- 
ference at Linwood Park, Ohio, by a missionary leader 
who has been for years in closest touch with the 
most deeply spiritual movements on this continent. 
It is in keeping with the assurance God seems to be 
giving the hearts of his people om, in these last 
days before the Lord’s return, He is definitely work- 
ing in an ever deepening way, with a new swiftness 


“T HE vividness with which people have seen 


and a new power, to prepare the body of Christ for © 


the return of the Head of the Church. s 
There was no need of Breet, up an interest” 

in ‘the hearts of the delegates. 

had done that long before the conference opened. 

From the first meeting on there was precious evi- 

dence that héarts’ were tender, lives were hungry 


and open, to receive all that God had for them in ° 


Christ Jesus, This supernaturally prepared condi- 
tion of God’s people was increasingly manifested 
during the week, and day after day saw results in 
transformed lives. : 

Yet the meetings were conspicuously free from 
marked emotion. There was no Strain, no_sensa- 
tional appeal to the feelings, no trace of excitement 
or fanaticism. Of course, feelings were deeply stir- 
red; how can it be otherwise when the love of God 
through Christ Jesus is tenderly, prevailingly shown 
‘Dy the Great Witness, the Holy Spirit himself? There 
were quiet tears of joy from time to time during 
the meetings; there were fervent thanksgivings and 
praise. Jabbok wrestling matches were determinedly 


fought through to a finish. But there was no tur- © 


moil; there were no storms. Over all the meetings 
and the lives the Holy Spirit himself showed that he 
was brooding with the matchless love and grace 


of .God, and was: prevailing to ‘change God's babes, - 


and children into sons, full grown men, in Christ. 
Lovking — Not at Self, but Harvest Fields 

Never for an instant was it made possible for those 
at the conference to think chiefly of themselves or 
their own. Victorious Life in Christ as the great .ob- 


jective of the conference. The Great Commission was : 


the steady objective. The Good News that Christ has 
borne and taken away .ur sins, has made us free and 
will keep us free, as the message must now with super- 
natural power arid swiftness be carried to the whole 
body of Christ throughout the world, and through that 
awakened, renewed body be given in saving power to 
the-whole lost world,—that was maniéestly the sole rea- 
son for holding the conference. And God settled it, 
beyond .any question, that things can never be. the 
same in the body of-Christ or in the lost world, be- 
cause of what he did at Linwood -Park. 

Linwood Park is a large place, with many cot- 
tages, on the beautiful shores of Lake Erie, and there 
are hundreds of people there for a shorter or longer 
time during the summer months who have no interest 
in the uletans. As a part of the miriistry to the 
church and the world it was laid on the hearts of 
the conference leaders and others to pray very defi- 
nitely that God would bring into the meetings those 
in the Park who had made no plans to attend, and 
who were not interested. Day after day God gra- 
ciously. answered this prayer. 

About the middle of the. week, for example, one 
of the leaders was passing a cottage when the lady on 


the porch, a stranger to him, called out and said how . 


much she was enjoying the meetings. He stopped and 
told her that he was glad to hear this. 

“Yes,” she said, “I had been told I ought to take 
a cottage at Linwood Park, and so I came here, for 
1 was all tired out physically, and my nerves were 
all gone. I wanted a rest. Last Monday evening I 
was lying in- the hammock on this veranda, worn out 
and resting, and Mrs. — passed by and asked me if 
I were going to the meeting. ‘What meeting?’ I 
asked. 

“*The opening meeting of the conference,’ was: the 
answer. ; 

“‘T didn’t know there was any conference,’ I said, 
‘and I am tired out and need rest.’ 

“*The trouble with you is that you are full of 
sin,’ was her reply. 

“T thought it was. the strangest-remark for her to 
make, and I felt very much insulted. I wanted to 
tell her so, but I did not, and I went to the meeting. 
And, do you know, I was so rested! My weariness 
is all gone. I am all right now, and the meetings 
have been, oh, such a blessing!” 

The woman’s face was beaming. A few days later 
the same leader saw her, and asked her if she was 
still atteriding the meetings. “I: haven’t missed a 
meeting since they started,” was the fervent reply. 


= Sanat Re: 














By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
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As at the Stony Brook Conference in July, cleans- 
ing from sin was a dominant, repeated note. “God 
himself,” declared one of the speakers, “cannot keep 
a dirty person clean. God only keeps clean persons 
clean. Have you ‘let him make you clean?” And 
God’s way was clearly pointed out: “If we confess 
our sins he is faithful and righteous to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
(1 John 5:9). 

he entire surrender of the life to the mastery and 
the Lordship of Christ Jesus is, of course, closely 
linked with confession and cleansing. (Let it not 
be supposed that there were any times ‘of 'operi con- 
fessions in meetings, or parading before one another 
of sins which. God would have kept between Himself 
and the individual. But a ‘deep and mighty work of 
conviction of sin, and of humble confession of the 
soul to God, went on silently; during meetings and 
between meetings.) 

It was a revelation to many to be shown how all- 
iriclusive is the surrender God asks us to make to him, 
when he asks us to “present” ourselves to him. Peo- 
ple saw that they must surrender not only their worst 
but: their best; not only their sins and their doubtful 
practises and the “weights” in their lives about which 
they argue, trying to convince themselves that these 
things are right; but also that they must: surrender 
the best Christian activities of their lives, so that they 
may abide, not in their best ‘service for Christ, -but 
in Christ himself. ‘They saw that they must sur- 
render not only any wrong love or unhealthy human 
attachment that may be ‘in their lives, but also their 
best human love, so that the one whom’ God has 
given them to love above all others must take sec- 
ond place, while -Christ is given first place. They 
saw that even a loved one who has died and gone 
to be with the Lord may be standing between one’s 
self and the Lord, and that such a Loved one is to 
be surrendered, 


Coming Back from the Mausoleum 


At the close of such a meeting a Christian woman 
said to the speaker, “Did you know that I lost my 
husband last year?” He answered that he did not. 
“Yes,” she said, “and for more than a year now 
I have been living in the -mausoleum.”. But that 
morning. she saw. that her Lord was asking her to 
surrender that loved husband to Him, and she did so, 
and stepped out of the place of death into the resur- 
rection life. Now she is giving, of the large means 
which God has entrusted to her, in a new way, in 
loving memory of her husband. She is sharing in 
the support of the Victorious Life Testimony, and 
she has taken upon herself the support of a foreign 
missionary, to: commence this autumn. 

After a message at one of the evening meetings, 
on cleansing, a young man in a prayer group Said to 
the leader of the group, “I want to be kept from 
sinning.” 

“You cannot be kept from sinning,” was the reply, 
“if there is sin in your life.” 

“But I am clean,” answered the other; “I trusted 
God for cleansing to-night.” 

“Then God cannot keep you until you’ present your- 
self to him —have you done that?” asked the leader. 
“And when you present yourself to him you must 
believe that he accepts you and keeps ‘you.” 

The young man bowed his head, and settled that 
transaction with the: Iuord.. ‘He quietly thanked God 
that He: had now*done this!’ And then another man - 
in the group said with joy that while God had been 








doing this for the first man “He did it for me!” 
There was joy in the presence of the angels, that 
night, over two sinning Christians who had turned 
again and found their Saviour a sufficient Saviour. 
_ The first of the beautiful open-air vesper serv- 
ices on the lake shore was devoted to a new topic 
—those who had attended the conference of the 
year before were given an opportunity to tell_what 
the year had meant to them in new ways in Christ. 

A Christian woman of whose notable experiences 
during the year the leaders had known was asked to 
open the meeting with a ten-minute testimony, and 
then the time was thrown open to all who were led to 
testify. This woman said, in part: 

“I could not have said a year ago what I will say 
to-night. I was prayed into the conference last year 
by a very precious friend, under whose teaching I 
had sat the year through. 

“The word poles ss in the Bible had been trou- 
bling me very much. I often spoke of it to this 
friend, and she began to pray that I might come here 


and find out what a separated life meant, because . 


I did not seem (even with all her clear teaching) 
to grasp it. So I came to Linwood Park expectin 
to get something, but I got far more than I expected. 
“All through the year it seemed as though this 
experience at Linwood Park brought me into a deeper 
life of prayer, and the work that opened up to me 
was prayer. I was chosen to be a member of~our 
Baptist Women’s Council, as a prayer leader, in which 
I had to form many circles for prayer, and, oh, 
how much you do have to learn on your knees when 
you have to pray for other folks! I think I formed 
this year fifteen prayer circles, and I know that they 
are working there this summer in preparation for 
the work we have to go through this winter in 
prayer. 
“My Bible was a. new Bible when I went home 
from here. .Everything that. you speakers said. here 
was not new, but. you. told it. in a new way to me, 
I knew that.Christ is ‘sufficient, I had read it.a mil- 
sam times, but that IS never looked so big as. it- did 
ere. 


Mrs. Young and Her Sixty Missionaries 


One of the profoundest touches upon the entire 
conference was the story told by Mrs. Young, of 
Nebraska, a quiet, unassuming woman, of how God 
had put upon her heart the burden of reaching the 
unevangelized world, and what .he graciously en- 
abled her to do about it. A hint of this story was 
given in The Sunday School Times of July 10, 1920, 
in an article by the Secretary of the Victorious Life 
Testimony, Mr. Howard B. Dinwiddie, entitled 
“How to Support Missionaries Without Money.” Mrs. 
Young’s financial income is very slender indeed, — 
most people would call it ertirely inadequate to care 
for a family even on the most self-sacrificing basis. 
But the testimony she gave of answered prayer for 
the past few years equals anything that God has evér 
done in such lives as those of Sister Abigail, Sophie 
the Washerwoman, or George Miiller. She is now re- 
sponsible for the support, or is the channel of main- 
taining, some sixty missionaries and native Chris- 
tian workers in various foreign mission fields. Hearts 
were brought very low in the dust as the simple nar- 
rative of this miracle of missions was told. Will 
readers of the Times pray that Mrs. Young may be 
guided and enabled to tell the whole story of this 
work, in a series of articles ‘later in The Sunday 
School Times, so that God’s children everywhere 
may see for themselves just how they may be used 
of God for a similar work? 

As at Stony Brook, so here, the Lord sent an un- 
expected messenger to the conference. A day before 
the missionary meeting of Friday night’ Mr. Vartan 
Atchinak came with a letter of introduction from 
Mr. Thomas E. Stephens, Director of the Great Com- 
mission Prayer’ League. Mr. Atchinak was for thir- 
teen years in the service of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, and now with his wife is at the head 
of the Bible Lands Gospel Mission. He is an Arme- 
nian, and was converted in a cigarette factory, when 
as a Socialist he was reading the Bible in order to 
prove to his fellow Armenians that the Bible was 
false and they’ must not accept it; through simply 
this reading he was led to see that this was indeed 
God’s Book and God’s Word, and he received Christ 
as his Saviour. Then came upon him the burden 
for the salvation of not only his kinsmen the Arme- 
nians, but also the Turks, and all dwellers of the 
land: of the Book itself. At one time he longed to 
have the Sultan killed; when Christ found him that 
murderous hatred was replaced by love forthe Sul- 
tan, and'a longing that that ruler should be saved. 
Mr. Atchinak’s testimony at the missionary meeting 
will never be forgotten. It was utterly unusual, fiery, 
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filled with touches of rare humor, and deeply impres- 
sive with zeal for evangelization. His Mission ,is 
wholly dependent upon the gifts of God’s people, 
looking unto God and not unto men for the meeti 
of all its needs. It stands for the fundamentals o 
the faith, and includes in its platform the following 
unusual but sound statement: 


This mission preaches the full Gospel to the various races 
and nations who are living in Bible lands, regardless of 
creeds, using for this purpose native consecrated men and 
women who are wholly devoted to the Lord Jesus, and 


who do not associate or entangle themselves with any 
national, political, social, or civic organization — “for our 
citizenship is in Heaven” and not “of this present evil 


world.” 


Those who would know more about Mr. Atchinak’s 
work, and who would share in it by prayer and in 
any way the Lord directs, should secure the maga- 
zine of the Mission by corresponding with V. Atch- 
inak, 1969 Fullerton Avenue, Detroit, Mich., or 29 
East Division Street, Chicago. ’ 

And Harry Miller? There couldn’t be a Linwood 
Park Victorious Life Conference without Harry Mil- 
ler. But his part of the story must wait until next 
week’s issue of the Times. 


(To be concluded next week) 











The Victorious Life 
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with some buildings and equipment, and with a blessed 
spiritual history back of it. The Testimony took 
over the full responsibility for Keswick several years 
ago from the former trustees of Keswick Colony of 
ercy, and while it intends to continue, as need and 
opportunity offer, the rescue mission. work which 
has blessedly characterized Keswick’s ministry in pre- 
vious years, it is believed that may open the 
way for making Keswick the-place of its annual 
Eastern Summer Victorious Life Conference. At 
present the William Raws Memorial Building is 
equipped to accommodate from forty to fifty people, 
and as large a number have several times gath- 
ered there for week-end and other brief conferences, 
which have proved to be times of great blessing. 
The place is now open all the year around as a home 
to which missionaries and other Christian workers 
may go for physical and spiritual rest and recreation, 
But before it can be utilized: as a conference center 
for*the annual Eastern Conference of the Victorious 
Life Testimony, much larger equipment and more 
complete accommodations will have to be provided. 
A partly completed block building could be com- 
pleted for $3,000, and would accommodate thirty- 
two guests. 
_ The entire work of the Victorious Life Testimony 
is wholly supported by the voluntary offerings of 
God’s people. While the registration fees of the 
various conferences usually provide for the expense 
of holding them, there is a substantial current ex- 
pense throughout the year for maintenance, such as 
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office rent, clerical help, stationery and postage, and 
the proper advertising of conferences. A few, realiz- 
ing the need, are now sending the Treasurer a regular 
monthly contribution for such current expenses. . 

The expenses for the foreign Victorious Life Con- 
ferences have been provided from special funds, and 
by specially interested friends, and to some extent 
by those who have responded to appeals in The Sun- 
day School Times, omg ge reports of the 
work. Mr, Legters went afoot during his explora- 
tion of the spiritual needs of the Indians in lower 
Mexico, with the idea of economy in mind, although 
of course a pack-mule was a necessity. re is a 
benef real opportunity for stewardship in the creation 
and maintenance of a Victorious Life Testimony 
foreign missions conference fund. 

The need for Keswick includes such items as agri- 
cultural implements, fertilizers, feed for ani- 
mals, coal, table supplies, the replenishing from time 
to time of clothing, bedding, dishes, and the like. 
A farm truck is a present pressing need. Still an- 
other opportunity for stewards is offered to create 
and maintain a fund for building and equipping Kes- 
wick as a permanent conference center. _ 

Will you not pray that God will put it into the 
hearts of many to_have a share in both regular and 
— giving, as God has prospered them, to one or 
all of these outstanding objects of the Victorious 
Life Testimony, and will you not ask Him-if He 
would have you make a regular contribution, large 
or small, to this work? : 





Said at Stony Brook 


Words worth remembering, Pees messages of vari- 
ous speakers at the~Stony Brook Victorious Life 
Conference, July 15+23, 1922. 


We tieed not be surprised at the attempt to banish 
from .books and sermons and even from some so- 
called revisions of the Bible all hint of the Atone- 
ment, for the Atonement is the proof of the Fall. 


Look to the Lord; and watch. If you look to the 
Lord and don’t watch you'll be defeated. If you 
watch the enemy and don’t look to the Lord, you'll 
be dismayed and defeated by the blackness of it all. 


Only a law. can ‘set us free from a law. “The law 
of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2). 


_ Joshua was commanded to exterminate the Canaan- 
ites because the religion of the Canaanites was sat- 
urated with Satanic power. 

The Gospel of the Cross: 

Deliverance from Sin, 
Deliverance from Self. 
Deliverance from Satan. 

The Victory of the Cross is not confined to vic- 
tory ove. sin, nor to ege | over self: it embraces 
the indisputable fact that the prince of this world 
has been cast out. 


John tells us that we overcome Satan by the word 
of our testimony; and “testimony” here means a 
great deal more than standing up in a meeting and 
telling how, twenty years ago, we were saved. 


What life is to be in the wonderful future [of 
eternity], life can be for us. to-day. 


4 
An Opportunity for Stewardship 


ROM its quiet beginnings not quite ten years ago, 

the Victorious Life Testimony has sought “to 
bring men and women into a life of fellowship with 
God, victory over sin, and fruit-bearing, through the 
presentation of the. Bible message concerning ‘the 
life that is Christ.’” God has set his seal of blessing 
on this purpose and plan, as evidenced by the testi- 
monies of hundreds of lives transformed by it, until 
the work of the Victorious Life Testimony has ex- 
panded. 

Instead of the one Annual Conference, as in. the 
early days of the work, several are now held annu- 
ally. The two leading summer conferences are at 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y., “the third full week 
in July,” and at Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio 
(near Cleveland), from August 21 to 27. 

Extension Conferences grew out of multiplied re- 
quests from spiritually hungry Christians throughout 
North America, while missionaries in foreign lands 
requested that representatives of the Testimony be 
sent to them. God opened a way for these con- 
ferences to be held in many places at home, and in 
1920 Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas and Mr. Charles G. 
Trumbull visited China, Japan and Korea, while for 
two years the Rev. Howard B. Dinwiddie and the 
rev..L. L. Legters have conducted conferences with 
- both missionaries and natives, especially the Gospel- 
needy Indians, in Central America. It is planned to 
contigue this extension work as the way further 
opens. 

The Victorious Life Testimony holds a° trustee- 
ship for Keswick (N. J.), a property of 600 acres 
beautifully situated in the pine lands of New Jersey, 





How eighty officers and teachers planned 
their 1922 year’s work 








Ways of Working in School and Church 
Edited by Hugh Cork, “*” gf ,Workire 








York, Pa. has _a church membership of eight 
hundred and seventy-five and a Sunday-school 
membership of thirteen hundred. Their Sunday- 
school has every department thoroughly organized, 
with carefully selected officers, separate rooms for 
Beginners, Primary, Junior, and Intermediate De- 
partments. When all their departments are thrown 
open it makes a room with a \seating capacity of 
two thousand. anit 
When they: were planning the work for this year, 
which is the best they have ever had, they arranged 
a “Get-Together” meeting, and the following pro- 
gram, which all officers and teachers subscribed to, 
and which was put in printed form, was the result: 


Our Motto : 


“Attempt great things for God; 
Expect great things from God.”—Carey. 


Ti Trinity United Evangelical Church, of 


Dominant Thought 


“I am doing a great work; 
Nehemiah. 


I cannot come down.”— 


For Officers 
Motto—“Eager to excel.” 
Average attendance for year ninety-five percent. 
Present on time every Sunday. 
Daily prayer for the school. 
The school to be first in all plans. 


fener 


Teachers 
Motto—“Co-workers with Him.” 

. Average attendance for the year ninety-five percent. 
Present at opening of school every Sunday. 
. Prepared to teach lesson as though it were the last. 
Daily prayer for class and school. 
Bring four (4) unsaved scholars into class during year. 
Aim to lead all unsaved in class to Christ. 
. Visit scholars at least twice during year 
homes. 
. Urge attendance of scholars ‘at public worship. 
Co-operate actively with superintendent in maintain- 

ing good order, with chorister in singing; and in 

every move for the betterment of the school. 


Beginners’ and Primary. Departments - 
Motto—“Giant oaks from little acorns grow.” 
Emphasize memory verses and work, give rewards. 
Demonstration of memory work Promotion Day, by in- 
dividuals and departments. 
. Recognition of birthdays every Sunday. a 
Increase enrolment to ninety during 1922. 
. Separate opening exercises twice a month. 
. Picnic for department on church lawn in summer. 


Junior Department 
Motto—“For the men and women of tomorrow.” 

. Emphasize memory work, give rewards. 

. Demonstration of hand work done in school and ex- 
hibit on Promotion Day. Rewards to best in each 
ciass. 

3. Increase in enrolment to one hundred and twenty-five 
by end of year. ; 

4. Separate opening exercises twice a month. 

5. Picnic on church iawn. 

Intermediate Department 
Motto—“Recruiting for life service.” 

1. Rewards for best essay on reivew of certain lesson 
studied during the year, and. given on Promotion 
Day, either in the school or other special service. 

2. Increase enrolment to one hundred and twenty-five by 
1923. 
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3. Separate opening exercises twice a month, 
4 Recruiting for life service. 
5. Picnic and hikes during the year.- 
Senior and Adult Departments 
Motto—‘Win them one by one.” 
1%. Enrolment ‘of eight: hundred by January, 1923. 
2. Every class organized and at work. 
(1) Class officers regulatly elected. ; 
(2) Committees appointed and working: x 
(a) Devotional:: - j " 7” 
(bh) Membership. . a) 
(c) Social. 
Others if desired. 
(3) Monthly meetings. 
3. Average attendance of seventy-five percent for cach 
class. 
4. Net gain of six scholars in each class by 1923. 
5. Cultivate reverence and co-operation of entire class. in 
opening and closing exercises. 
6. Secure recruits for life service on Forward Step Day. 
7. Conversion of all on Decision Day or before. 


For the School as a Whole 
Motto—“I cannot come down.” 
1. Reverent spirit in opening exercises. 
2. Variation of program with assistance of classes and 
musical organizations of the school. 
3. Certain class acting as Reception Committee each 
Sunday. = 
4 Honor Roll of Honor Classes to be prominent in the 
year’s work. (Details to be presented.) 
5. Presentation of a book for an attendance of fifty Sun- 
days in the year. Certificate of attendance from 
other schools to count from schools outside of city 


only. 

6. Monthly officers’ and teachers’ meeting. 

7. Teacher-training class during the lesson period. 

8 Twenty-five percent of offerings for missions, 
special offerings for home and foreign missions. 

9. Co-operation with the County, State, and International 
Sunday School Associations. 

1o. Average attendance of six hundred and seventy-five 
for the year. 

11. Enrolment of fifteen hundred by 1923. 

1a, Conversions, one hundred. (We do not limit God’s 
grace; work to save all.) 

13. Offerings increased ten percent. 

14. Bible reading course. 


Cradle Roll Department : 
Motto—“Forbid them not.” 
1. Recognition of babies’ birthdays. 
2. Reception for mothers .and babies. 
3. Cradle Roll Day in the school. 
baby and youngest mother. 
4. Increase the enrolment to one hundred and ten. 


and 


Prize for youngest 


Home Department 
Motto—“Inasmuch . .. ye have done it unto me.” 
.. Meeting for superintendents and visitors. 
. Quarterly visitation to all homes by visitors. i 
. Visitation of all members by classes to whom assigred. 
Home Department Day. Prizes for oldest person pres- 
ent. 
. Enrolment of two hundred by January, 1923. 
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The Musical Department , 
Motto.—“‘Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.” 
. Active co-operation with the chorister. — , 
A larger orchestra, and recognition of its services. 
. Better singing; more books, more books used. 
. Girls’~chorus assisting in exercises. 
. Men’s chorus assisting in exercises. 
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Lesson for October 1 
Luke 1 ‘ 


The Missionary Committee 
Motto—“Come over and help us.” 
1. Missionary instruction and information once a month, 
on the last Sunday in the month. ® 
2. Plans and suggestions for increasing the missionary 
offerings of the school. c : 
3. Definite work to enlist our young folks for life service. 


The Temperance Committee 
Motto—“The laws of God and the nation are supreme.” 


1. Temperance and law enforcement information on the 
second Sunday in each month. 

2 Enlisting the members of school to co-operate with 
existing temperance and law enforcement organiza- 
tions. 

3. Definite work among the members with respect to law 
enforcement, 


Boy Scouts Troop No. 2 
Motto—“Be prepared.” 


1. Scout meetings weekly. 

2. Increase troop to four patrols during year. 

3. Every scout first class by 1923. 

4. Co-operation of troop with Sunday-school classes. 


Special Days and Features for 1922 


January: 
Installation of officers. 
Annual officers and teachers get-together meeting. 
February: ‘ 
1zth—Lincoln’s Birthday. 
_ 19th—Washington’s Birthday. 
March: 
12th—Beginning of new conference year. 
26th—Cash rally. 
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April: ; 
16th—Easter exercises. 
Organized adult class rally. 
Children’s week. 
May: 
14th—Mother’s Day. 
Mother and Daughter Banquet. 
28th—Annual memorial service. 
June: ‘ 
4th—Giris’ Day. 
11th—Children’s Day. 
18th—Boys’ Day. 
2sth—Family Day. 
July: 
2and—Patriotic Day. G. A. R., Spanish-American, and 
World War veterans guests -of honor. 
Picnic. 


_ August: 


Attendance contest. 

Classes featuring in the opening service. 
September: 

3rd—Labor Day Service. 

Preparation for the rally. 

O. A. B. C. rally. 

Annual Promotion Day exercises. 
October: 

Rally Day 

Father and Son Banquet. 
November: 

12th—Armistice-Peace Day. 

Thanksgiving Day. 

Forward Step Day. 

Decision Day. 
December: 

24th—Christmas exercises. 

Election of officers. 

Watch Night service. 
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While Gospel posters hid ugly mud idols ! 





Reaping Soul-Harvests in Famine Fields . 


By Rosalind Goforth 
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While Dr. and Mrs. Goforth have been necking. with such Spirit-given success in the old famine district, China 
s 


has been experiencing a new fi 


School Times readers continue praying for God's blessing 
upon this well-timed evangelistic ‘‘ follow-up, ’’ will they not pray for the terrible famine saffe 


erers in the provinces 


of Anhui, Hunan, Honan and elsewhere, and that God may put it into the hearts of American Christians to give 
generously to relieve this famine, and then overrule with similar results to those recorded by Mrs. Goforth? Par- 


ticulars of these famine needs will be given in an early issue. 


Meantime gifts sent to The Sunday School Times, 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, marked ‘‘ For the China Famine,’’ will be promptly forwarded. 


an impossibly strenuous schedule of twenty-six 

“missions” with but one break, we wrote ask- 
ing for the prayers of The Sunday School Times’ 
readers. Not a few wrote asuring us of their sup- 
port by prayer. We feel these prayers have been 
abundantly answered, and we now gladly pass on some 
of the details of what has been, as far as reaching 
great numbers of heathen is concerned, the most 
wonderful tour of our wide experience. 

The. region known as the Changteho Mission Field 
was one of the very worst affected districts during 
the famine of a year ago. But owing to the splen- 
didly organized famine: relief wosk, of which Dr. 
Percy C. Leslie and the Rev. John Griffith were the 
leaders, literally multitudes of lives were saved, and, 
as the direct result of this relief work, the attitude 
of the people everywhere underwent a marked change 
for the better towards the missionaries and their 
message. To take advantage of this my husband and 
I volunteered to lead a Gospel band through .the field. 
During the months that followed many times what 
we saw seemed as “bread returning after many days,” 
for in the thirty years of pioneer work in that region 
much of our work seemed, at the time, as “bread cast 
upon the waters.” ; 

From first to last our progress and reception every- 
where was triumphal. In only one out of the twenty- 
six ceriters was there a building large enough to hold 
the crowds who came to the three meetings daily. 
Mat sheds or tents were erected by the Christians at 
most places; at others temples were given over to 
us for our use, and the temple buildings them served 
for the accommodation of our party, while the front 
of the main building served for our platform, with 
the audience seated under an awning in the court be- 
low. At such times the temples were so bedecked 
with illustrated Gospel posters and texts that the 
mud idols were quite hidden. Sometimes our beds 
were spread right beside these ugly lifeless images. 
It seemed to us very wonderful when we realized 
what a change had come over public Opinion —to 
allow us -there. ; 

The crowds who came to really listen to the Gos- 
pel were a Surprise to us all. Frequently after 
three addresses had been: given in the morning and 
three in the afternoon, many still hung around wait- 
ing to hear more. At one place where the Gospel 
tent seated eleven hundred, it was so packed that 
overflow meetings had to be held outside, when it 
was estimated that equally as many were hearing the 
Gospel outside as in the tent. Throughout the en- 
tire tour there was not the least difficulty in keeping 
order, as all seemed to come with the definite pur- 
pose to hear all they could. This was not true, how- 
ever, of the evening meetings with a magic lantern 
address on the Life of Christ. At these the crowds 
were so great sometimes as to be quite unmanageable. 


Si: nine months ago, when facing what seemed 


Our day meetings were conducted much as a rous- 
ing Gospel meeting might be conducted in the home- 
land. An opportunity was always given for men 
and women to signify their belief in and acceptance 
of Christ by holding up the hand and giving in their 
names and addresses. During the tour over three 
thousand gave in their names in this way, and later 
the missionary in charge of the region told us that 


_ though he had gone over only part of the district, 


he had, after strict examination, accepted on regular 
probation over one thousand. From what we saw 
everywhere Of the eagerness to hear ‘the Gospel we 
would judge that many thousands more have become 
convinced of the falsity of heathenism and the truth 
of Christianity. 

We met with many touching incidents on this tour, 
but none which moved me more deeply than when a 
poor old woman of eighty-two, almost blind and very 
deaf, came into our women’s meeting. She leaned 
heavily on her staff and on reaching a seat imme- 
diately in front of me, sank down with a great sigh 
of relief, and looking up into my face with a set de- 
termined look she said, “I have come to find Jesus!” 
I verily believe the dear old body did find Jesus that 
afternoon, for a few hours later she hobbled slowly 
out of the court repeating over and over to herself 
the simple prayer, “Lord Jesus, pity me; forgive my 
sins; cleanse my heart and save me.” 

One afternoon my husband was leaving the tent at 
the close of the meeting when he noticed a boy of 
about twelve looking at him as if he wished to speak. 
Laying his hand on the boy, he said, ; 

“Well, my lad, don’t you want to be a Christian?” 

The boy replied, “Oh, yes, indeed I do, but I’m 
afraid they would not take my name if I went for- 
ward.” 

Dr. Goforth took him back into the tent, and he 
gave in his name. That evening as we were eating 
our supper this boy appeared at the door with his 
younger brother. 

“Please, sir,” he said, “my brother wants to be a 
Christian, too.” As we talked to them we found that 
they understood in a truly wonderful way what the 
step meant which they were taking. 

At one place an old woman, who had heard during 
our stay there for the first time of the Saviour, and 
who had joyously accepted him, followed me weeping 
to the sedan chair which was to carry me away. She 
would not let go my hand, and begged me to stay, 
saying, “It will be so hard when you are gone.” 

At an important town where Dr. Goforth and other 
missionaries had been ill-treated in the early pioneer 
days, we received a very different reception. A dep- 
utation waited on my husband from the leading men 
of the town, asking him to meet them. The Post- 
master and an officer with several soldiers came to 
escort him to this meeting. He found about thirty 
of the chief military and business men awaiting his 
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arrival. These received him with every honor and 
for an hour and a half listened to the Gospel and 
asked questions. 

In starting out on this trip I must confess to some 
feelings of uneasiness because df the robbers and 
bandits who infested the whole region. Stories of 
what these men were constantly doing to their own 
people in cold blood gave one every reason to feel 
there was real danger from this quarter, but almost 
at the outset the Lord took away all fear, and 
throughout the entire trip we were quite unmolested. 
Praise God for this. Oh, what an unspeakable joy 
it was to tell out among the heathen that the Lord is 
King! Oh, how ripe the fields are! Where are the 
reapers? I am writing this on a steamer off the 
southern coast of China. We are on our way to 
hold five conferences for the deepening of the snir- 
itual life. All the places are in extreme q hot regions, 
so we feel cast on our Almighty Lord in a special 
way. The privilege is great, but the responsibility is 
proportionately great. Thank God it is not by human 
might or power, but by his Spirit that such work as 
this can be done. “God is asking us to do an im- 


possible task, but we work with him who can do the : 


impossible.” 
KIKUNGSHAN, CHINA, ° 








The Great Certainty 
By Howard A. Kelly, M.D. 














ORASMUCH as many have taken in hand to 

set forth in order a declaration of those things 

which are most surely believed among us, even 
as they delivered them unto us, which from the be- 
ginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word; 
it seemed good to me also, having had a perfect un- 
derstanding of all things from the very first to write 
unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, that 
thou mightest know the certainty of those things 
wherein thou hast been instructed, 


Think of the most important subject in the world 
about which you would like to write to your fellow- 
men, and set it down in language calculated to ex- 
press the utmost conviction of truth, in less than 
a hundred words, and see what the result is. 

Here are eighty-one words in English, in Greek 
forty-two: about half of them are used to express 
the certain conviction of the writer, in the most re- 
markable, condensed, powerful expression of aSsur- 
ance touching the greatest of all themes, namely, the 
coming among us, the life, the death, the resurrec- 
tion, and the ascension again up to heaven, from 
whence He wy er came, of the Son of God. 
Neither can the English, nor can any other language, 
anywhere produce a like number of words express- 
ing without apparent effort or redundancy so much 
certainty touching any great truth. 

On the one subject on which above all others we 
crave absolute assurance, thanks be to God our 
Father, here we find it.. What a blessed introduction 
these four verses are to so great a theme. 

Let us briefly examine them from this standpoint. 

So important and so vital are the facts of Christ’s 
life and death, to the world that (1) many had al- 
ready “taken the matter in hand” and had sought in 
(2) a definite, orderly, logical fashion to “set them 
forth” before men, lest they should grow dim with 
time. They constituted already in that first century 
(3) “% declrotien™ of faith, such as we find in this 
Gospel. 

Now these things herein to be set forth were (4) 
“most surely believed” by all early Christians. They 
were definitely and casei “delivered unto us,” to 
men like Luke and others by (6) men “who from 
the beginning were eyewitnesses” and (7) “minis- 
ters,” holding daily familiar intercourse. 

Here we have al] the elements necessary to per- 
fect knowledge and competent testimony, held suffi- 
cient in any court in the world, and it arose not from 
a sudden, brief acquaintance, but extended from the 
beginning to the end of Christ’s ministry among us; 
the witnesses saw everything and maintained inti- 
mate relations with Him in the ministry. 

Now Luke, too, had (8) “a perfect understanding,” 
(9) “of all things,” (10) “from the very first,” and 
what more can we ask of him than that? He writes 
(11) “in order,” not simply an assemblage of notes, 
without logical 6r chronological relations. 

Theophilus had reason then to have (12) “certainty 
in these things” in which (13) he had had syste- 
matic, regular “instruction.” 

Theophilus means loved of God; brother and sister, 
the message is world-wide, and you too are a The- 
ophilus or a Theophila, to whom this blessed cer- 
tainty comes, that all these things about to be re- 
lated are true. So Luke, scientific man that he was, 
begins at once with the miraculous,—an angel sent 
down from heaven to announce a miraculous birth, 
a son, to an old man and an old woman; again more 
marvelous still the birth of the Son of God through 
a virgin, “For with God nothing shall be impossible.” 
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HIS event comes first in order, as it is the 
reatest piece of news for the Jews, especially 
or the Zionists, since Jerusalem was delivered 
from the Turks. Many Jews consider it the most 
important happening for the Jewish race since their 
world-wide dispersion over 1,850 years ago. On Mon- 
day, July 24, the Council of the League of Nations, 
sitting in London, approved the British Mandate over 
Palestine, with its guarantee of a National Home in 
Palestine for the Jews. Lord Balfour, author of the 
Balfour Declaration, made an address that will be 
historical. : ‘ . 
This is the beginning of the end of the Jewish dis- 
persion. It can be readily seen by students of proph- 
ecy that God is at work, permitting his Chosen Peo- 
le to return to the land of their fathers. None but 
is mighty Hand could have guided men through the 
many difficulties in the way of this achievement. The 
Zionists will face many and great problems yet, but 
the right to return to Palestine has been recognized 
by the world, and the protection of the Jews from 
enemies in Palestine is put into the hands of a 
mighty nation ready to undertake the task. It is 
providential, a matter of the divine guiding, that 
the return of the Jews coincides with the need for 
Great Britain to guard her road to India and Aus- 
tralasia through the Suez Canal. This can_ best 
be done from Palestine, where the danger will be 
greatest. 
4 


Zionist Jubilation 


[* WAS a great day for Zionism. Mutual con- 
gratulations went from land to land around the 
earth. Great meetings of enthusiastic Jews have 
been held in all the world. The thanks of the Zion- 
ist leaders have been sent to the prominent Gentiles 
who helped to open the way to the end, as to 
Lord Balfour, Premier Poincare, President Harding, 
Ex-President Wilson, and many others. It was rec- 
ognized at the Council meeting that the moral strength 
ot America’s official approval by the Senate and 
House at Washington had tremendous weight in se- 
curing the final result. Jews see that a great task 
is belore them. They are calling to one another to 
take up this task with grave seriousness and deter- 
mination, The protests of Arabs and the opposition 
of Rome and the final efforts of the coming Antichrist 
cannot stay the fulfilment of God’s promise to Abra- 
ham: “In’ thee and in thy seed shall all families of 
the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12: 3; 22: 18). 


British Policy in Palestine 


HE British Government issued July 1 a White 

Paper relating to Palestine, the final document of 
which is a summary of the official statement on Brit- 
ish policy in Palestine. It is given here in full from 
the Jewish Chronicle, London: 


1. His Majesty’s Government re-affirm the [Bal- 
four] Declaration of November, 1917, which is not 
susceptible of change. ‘ 


2, A Jewish National Home will be founded in 
Palestine. The Jewish people will be in Palestine 
as of right and not on sufferance. But His Majesty’s 
Government have no such aim in_view as that Pales- 
tine should become as Jewish as England is English. 


3. Nor do His Majesty’s Government contemplate 
disappearance or subordination of Arab population, 
language, or culture. 


4. Status of all citizens of Palestine will be Pales- 
tinian, No section of the population will have any 
other status in the eyes of the law. 


5. His Majesty’s Government intend to foster the 
establishment of a full measure of self-government 
in Palestine, and as the next step a Legislative Coun- 
cil with a majority of elected members will be set up 


immediately. 


6. The special position of the Zionist Executive does 
not entitle it to share in any degree in the govern- 
ment of the country. 


7. Immigration will not exceed the economic ca- 
pacity of the country at the time to absorb new ar- 
rivals. 

. A committee of elected members of the Legis- 
tafive Council will confer with the administration 
upon matter relating to the regulation of immigra- 
tion. Any difference of opinion will be referred to 
His Majesty’s Government. 


9. Any religious community or considerable sec- 
tion of the population claiming that the terms of the 
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mandate are not being fulfilled will have the right 
of appeal to the League of Nations. 

The world Zionist Organization has indicated its 
adherence to this statement of policy. 


A Constitution for Palestine 


HE constitution for Palestine, the draft of which 

has been approved by the British Colonial Office, 
was to be promulgated during August, according to 
official announcement in Jerusalem. Pending~the ap- 
proval of the constitution, which provides for the 
administration by the different groups of their re- 
ligious interests, the Legal Secretary has ordered the 
transfer of all Jewish religious affairs from the Mos- 
lem courts to the jurisdiction of the Chief Rabbinate, 
says the New Palestine. Matters dealing with the 
many Jewish charities, testaments, and disputes aris- 
ing over the distribution of foreign benevolence, will 
henceforth be settled in the religious courts, 


3 
A Rich Hebrew Library S 
Oe of the world’s greatest collections of Jewish 
books: is to be found in the library of Hebrew 


Union College, at Cincinnati, says the American He- 
brew. This library now contains 55,000 volumes. 
Adolph S. Oko, librarian of the college, recently re- 
turned from Europe, after having purchased the col- 
lection of Dr, A. Freimann, librarian of the Staats 
Bibliothek at Frankfort, Germany. This: collection 
contains 8,000 volumes of rare and valuable books in 
Hebrew, Latin, German, and French. 

The Eduard Birnbaum collection of Jewish music 
and liturgy was also acquired. This collection com- 
prises about 10,000 to 12,000 volumes and pamphlets. 
It is the most important and greatest of its kind in 








Since 1919 more than 100,000 Jews have escaped from 
Russia across the River Dniester into Bessarabia, and they 
continue to arrive at the rate of 3,000 a month. 


A Soviet order calling for the closing of all Hebrew 
schools in Russia is accompanied with the warning that 
any one disregarding the order will be arrested. The 
Rabbi of Homel was sentenced to two years in prison for 
opposing the order, ; 

The Palestine Administration has invited the engineer 
Palmer to draft and submit plans for the erection of har- 
bors at Haifa and Jaffa. The preliminary work at the Haifa 
port, which is a natural harbor, was begun several months 
ago with the construction of a jetty. 


The 453 immigrants admitted to Palestine in July rep- 
resent the smallest number recorded for the last four 
months, says the New Palestine. It shows a progressive 
decrease in immigration since April, when the number 
admitted was 88, the number for May being 799, and for 
June, 530. . 


The Jewish National Council for Palestine has addressed 
an appeal to the “Arabic nation in Palestine and the 
greater Orient,” calling on them to accept “the hand of 
peace” and to “share the common ambition: To rebuild 
the wasted portions of our Holy. Land, for the welfare of 
ourselves and of that of all mankind.” 


An agreement from the Mexican Government, by which 
16,000,000 acres of land are granted to Jewish immigrants 
who come to Mexico, has been secured by Paul Rothenberg, 
head of the Chicago commission that went to Mexico to 
investigate President Obregon’s offer of land for a Jew- 
ish colony. Julius Rosenfeld, of Chicago, is interested in 
the scheme. 


The British Colonial Office states that forty historical 
sites, of which seventeen were previously unrecorded, 
have been examined in the valley of the Jordan, near 
Beisan. The site of the Biblical Ibleam (Bileam), on the 
Canaanitish frontier, has also been determined; and the 
Roman cities of Amman, Jerash, and Umm Keis, east of 
the Jordan, have been inspected. These cities afte be- 
lieved to be among the finest monuments of antiquity in 
either area, with which Samaria alone is comparable. 
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the world. It contains about 1,500 manuscripts of 
Jewish music. 


jewish Artists in Jerusalem 


HE Trade and Industry Department of the Pales- 

tine Zionist Executive is interesting itself in the 
establishment of an Art Publishing Company in Je- 
rusalem. The capital to be invested is estimated to 
be 20,000 pounds. Before the war attempts were made 
by a number of Jewish artists, led by Professor Boris 
Schatz, to develop arts and crafts in Jerusalem. ir 
initial success and the strong growth of Jewish 
nationalism, were instrumental in bringing to Pales- 
tine soon after the armistice a number of Jewish 
artists, who have settled down on a permanent basis 
in Jerusalem, 

oremost among these artists is Mr. Abel Pann, 
who a few years ago exhibited in New York and in 
Chicago some of the paintings he had made in Pales- 
tine before the war. Mr. Pann has now started to 
draw a series of five hundred pictures illustrating 
the Bible. One hundred and twenty pictures have so 
been completed. Mr. Pann is the first Jewish artist 
who, to illustrate the Bible, hag gone to live and work 
in Palestine in order that he may be surrounded and 
inspired by the very places where the Jewish genius 
had created history. 


Presbyterian Missions for the Jews 


TH Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., was, like 
other great denominations, very slow to rec- 
ognize the need of exclusive work among the 
Jews of our land. But in recent years official ac- 
tion has been ‘taken, and the Home Mission Board 
of that church has now its Jewish Department, with 
five missions under its care in Brooklyn, Newark, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Chicago. These five 
missions were already in existence through private- 
initiative or under the care of presbyteries. Much 
good work has been done, and the outlook now 
seems bright for a real advanc@in this line of Chris- 
tian effort. The Rev. John Cunning, D.D., is 
superintendent of the Jewish Department, and edits a 
fine Quarterly magazine, Our Jewish Neighbors, at 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York. Much is being 
done to arouse Presbyterians to a sense of the 
deep need of the Jews and of their obligation to give 
them the Gospel. This experience of the Presbyte- 
rian Church should be an education to its officials 
and members as to the nature of mission work among 
Jews. te 


Reaching Multitudes in the Open Air 


COMPANY of Christian workers out with an 
auto wagon on July. 16 and 23, held thirty meet- 
ings in New York City, at which 6ne hundred and 
thirty-two men and women raised their hands in re- 
sponse to the Gospel invitation to take Christ as 
aviour and Lord. Over one hundred and sixty chil- 
ee did the same. Was it worth while to do such 
work? ; 

Leading in this effort were Mr..Thomas E, Little 
and the editor of this department. With them were 
workers from Mr. Little’s Gospel Mission, from the 
James Slip Mission; and the New York Jewish Mis- 
sion. It is remarkable to note the variety of nation- 
ality represented by these workers in reaching the 
many nationalities of the great city. There was a 
Roumanian, able to speak Roumanian, Greek, and 
English; a young Greek and his sister are zealous for 
the work; a Syrian speaking excellent English, a 
Swede, a Porto Rican native pastor to speak to the 
Spaniards, a girl of French extraction with her lit- 
tle helper of German descent, both converted in the 
open air within fifteen months past, Mr. P. O. Gruen, 
a Jew of the New York Jewish Mission, and still 
others, all were able to unite in strenuous work to 
reach the lost men and women thronging the streets 
of earth’s greatest city. 

After prayer together, the workers went forth, and 
meetings were held from the Battery clear up to 
One Hundred and Eleventh Street, in Harlem, among 
Spaniards, Greeks, ItaJians, Chinese in Chinatown, 
Poles, Russians, and others, ending at eleven o'clock 
at night. Much literature was given out, such _be- 
ing distributed last year in eighteen languages. “The 
Gospel Call,” a tract with seven articles prepared in 
six languages, is very welcome. A call has come 
from Greece and Asia Minor for thousands of copies 
of this tract for use in its Greek form among the 
soldiers of the Greek armies. Much prayer is desired 
for all this work. 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By Howard A. Banks 
Getting Started in Class 
T WAS during a meeting of the Chapman-Alex- 
| ander revival campaign in Portland, Me., at the 
conclusion of a sermon by Dr, Chapman, with 
John 3:16 as the text, that Mr. Alexander was ring- 
ing the changes in his characteristic way on a new 
chorus. An engineer in the gallery suddenly cried 
out, “Am I included?” Mr. Alexander said: “Yes, 
ou are; why not come down and claim your rights?” 
he engineer came to the platform, the way of life 
was explained to him, and soon he was rejoicing in 
a new-found Saviour. : 
The chorus which Mr. Alexander was having the 
congregation sing had been wrought out by Robert 
illiant pianist and accompanist, while 
Dr. Chapman was preaching. It was this: 
“I am included, 
I am included, 
When the Lord said .“Whosoever” 
He included me.’” 


For the next six months the International Uniform 
Lessons will be dealing with the general topic, “Jesus 
the World’s Saviour.” Dr, Ellis suggests teachers 
should emphasize the truth that the individual mem- 
bers of the class are “included.” 


Qur Background Material 

What little we know of Luke, the place of 
his Gospel among the other three, the purpose for 
which it was written, its outstanding characteristics, 
a fine analysis of it, and the cream of the best books 
written about it, are given in the articles on “How 
to Study the Gospel of Luke,” by Dr. Griffith Thomas, 
appearing in The Sunday School Times in the issues 
of September 2 and September 9. These two ar- 
ticles have also been published in pamphlet form, 
and may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 40 
cts..a dozen, §s a hundred, or 4 cts. each. 

Who Herod was, and what is meant by Zacharias’ 
serving in “the order of his course,” are noted by Dr. 
Thomas (I, 2). 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are ‘to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain panegreons in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Dr. Thomas in his study of Luke’s Gospel, refer- 
red to above, points out that ng use is made of the 
epistles of Paul by Luke, although he wrote after he 
had received the Pauline Gospel (between A. D. 63 
and 68). To this view Canon Alford agrees, but he 
says, “It is a remarkable coincidence that the ac- 
count of the institution of the Lord’s Supper should 
be nearly verbatim the same in Luke 22:19 and in 
1 Corinthians 11:23, and that Paul claims to have 
received this last from the Lord. For we know, that 
to compensate to Paul in his apostolic office for the 
want of the authority of an eye-witness, and to con- 
stitute him a witness to the truth of the Gospel, a 
revelation was made to him,—to which he refers 
(Gal. 1:12; Eph. 3:33 1 Cor, 11:23; 15:3)—em- 
bracing at least the leading facts of the evangelic 
history. And this circumstance may have acted im- 
perceptibly on the mind of Luke, and even shaped 
or filled out some of his narratives, in aid of di- 
rect-historic sources of testimony.” Alford further 
notes “Luke’s carefulness to record the sayings of 
our Lord which were assertive of his unrestricted 
love for Jew and Gentile alike (Luke 4: 25ff.; 9: 52ff.; 
10: 30ff.; 17:16, 18). We may observe too that in 
Luke those parables and sayings are principally 
found, which most directly regard the great doctrine 
of man’s free justification by grace through faith, 
for example, chapters 15: 11ff.; 17:10; 18:14, in 
which latter place the use of ‘justified’ is remarkable.” 

The Greek word anothen, which is the word trans- 
lated in 1:3 “from the very first” is nowhere else 
so translated. In John 3:31; 19:11; James 1:17; 
James 3:15, v7 it is translated “from above.” In 
a foot-note in his Reference Bible, Dr. Scofield com- 
ments: “The use by Luke of anothen is an affirmation 
that his knowledge of these things, derived from those 
who had been eye-witnesses from the beginning (1: 
2) was confirmed by revelation.” 

How Luke, with his orderly mind, was prepared for 
writing, and where perhaps he met most of the “eye- 
witnesses” he interviewed, are suggested by Mrs. 
Askew (1, 2). The one from whom Luke got the 
account is suggested by Dr. Thomas (I, 2). In this 
day of doubt the ringing testimony of Dr. Kelly, the 
famous scientist-physician of Baltimore, on page 547, 
is important. 

What has become of the narratives of the testi- 


LESSON 1. OCTOBER I. 


THE. SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





THE BIRTH . 
Luke tr 





Golden Text.—He shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and he shall drink no wine nor strong drink.—Luke 1 : 15 


Dentin « Jacke 8 : 
3 Isa. 40: 3-5; 
Topic: An 


al. 4: 4-6. 
Brings Good News 


a $ 3 3 57-66, 80. 
no Verse ; He shail be quent fa the sight of the Lord.— 
uke x: 1 
bo vee ke 1; 76, 77. memes 
and Senior T: for the Coming of 


Topic for Young and Adults : The Place and Work of John 
oni, Fo oung People 











The_ portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee tor printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 822 


8 Now it came to pass, while he executed the priest’s 
office before God in the order of his 9 according 
to the custom of the priest’s office, his lot was to enter 
into the ‘temple of the Lord and burn incense. 16 And 
the whole multitude of the people were praying without 
at the hour of incense. 11 And there appeared un 
an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the 
altar of incense. 12 And Zacharias was troubled when he 
saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said 
unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: because thy supplication is 
heard, and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and 
thou shalt call his mame John. 14 And thou shalt have 


shalt be silent and not able to speak, until the day that 
these things shall come to pass, because thou beiievedst 
not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season. 21 
And the people were waiting for Zacharias, and they mar- 
velled * while he tarried in the ! temple. 22 And when he 
came out, he could not speak unto them: and they per- 
ceived that he had seen a vision in the ! temple: and he 
continued making signs unto them, and remained dumb. 
1Or, sanctuary *Gr. sikera. *Some ancient authori- 
ties read come nigh before his face. ‘Gr. advanced in 
her days. °Or, at his tarrying 
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mony of eye-witnesses and of ministers of the Word 
—not the living Word, the personal Christ, but the 
preached Word — which “many” had collected at the 
time Luke wrote? (vs. 1, 2.) Few fragments of 
authentic information of the apostolic age have come 
down to us. Doubtless these “declarations,” taken 
down so carefully as eye-witnesses testified in the 
early assemblies concerning the sayings and work of 
our Lord, were “absorbed by the more complete and 
sanctioned accounts of our present Evangelists.” 

John the Baptist was of priestly descent on both 
sides of the house. Elisabeth was evidently named 
for her great-great-great-great-grandmother many 

enerations back, Elisheba, the wife of Aaron (Exod. 
3: 23). What a heritage is a godly ancestry! ; 

It was of course a real angelic appearance which 
Zacharias saw there on the right hand side, the favor- 
able side, of the altar (Matt. 25:33). Other refer- 
ences are given by Dr. Thomas (I, 4). The name 
commanded to be given the supernatural son means, 
by the way, “God is favorable.” How to present this 
incident to the class is gem by Mrs. Askew (3). 

Human beings who believe in and serve the Lord 
whom John was to forerun have a greater privilege 
than angels, even if Mr. Ridgway (3) will not cease 
to sing longingly, “I want to be an angel”! Angels 
cannot preach Christ crucified to lost men. 

The dumbness of Zacharias (Dr. Thomas, I, 5) 
was not solely a punishment; it was in part a sign. 
Our punishment in_ not believing the promises in the 
Word of God consists in loss of spiritual power and 
of answers to prayer. Unbelief always brings loss 
(Round-Table, 3). Zacharias’ faith and voice came 
back together (vs. 59-65). 

In all time there has been no more tragic life 


than John the Baptist’s, and yet the note of joy is 


sounded in an unusual way at his birth (Mr. Ridg- 
way, 1; Round-Table, 2). He was the forerunner 
of the only One who could bring joy and gladness to 
a doomed world. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Zacharias was in the place of duty, ministering as 
a priest, when he saw the supernatural: He was keen 
to claim his privileges, and as there were an enor- 
mous number of priests in his day, he would never 
have had an opportunity of ministering in the Tem- 
ple again in his life time, if he had failed on this 
day (Dr, Thomas, I, 3). The priest's. office was his 
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birthright. In the age of grace in which we are now 
living all believers are a “kingdom of priests.” “Ye 
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood” (1 Peter 
2:9). “Unto him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings 
and priests unto God” (Rev. 1:5, 6). The priest- 
hood of the believer is his bicthright (Heb. 5: 1), 
And no man taketh this honor unto himself but 
he that is called of God, as was Aaron” (Heb, 5: 4). 
The cutejnading prvi e of the priesthood was ac- 
cess to God. The high priests of the Old Testa- 
ment dispensation could enter the Holy of Holies 
only once a year. But when our Lord finished the 
sacrifice of himself, a once-for-all sacrifice, on the 
cross, the veil in the temple was rent in twain (Heb. 
10:20), and a way for instant access made for all 
believers henceforth, who accepted by faith this sac- 
rifice. The Old Testament priest was a sacrificer 
and an intercessor, and as believer-priests we are 
those who offer the sacrifices of our own bodies 
(Rom. 12:1), of continual praise to God (Heb. 13: 
15), and of our “goods” (Heb. 13:16, where the 
word “communicate” is defined as meaning “to share 
one’s goods with others”). Are we making the most 
of our privileges as believer-priests, and especially in 
the ministry of intercession? 


Teaching Points 


The greene of the last word in the Old Testa- 
ment and one of the first words of God in the New 
is mentioned by Dr. Thomas (I, 1). 

The exceeding greatness of John was testified to by 
our Lord. John was in an especial sense a predes- 
tined child, as Dr. Smellie’s study shows. But our 
children are called, too. Are we teaching them that 
God has Mg for their lives (Mr. Howard), and 
how to find it? (Mrs. Askew, 4.) God's ways of 
powering us for our life-tasks are considered by 
Mrs. Askew (5, 6) and Mr. Teas (1, 2,3). See also 
Round-Table, 4, 5 

It is well to be content to let God measure great- 
ness (Mr. Ridgway, 2; Round-Table, 6). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
Why was it a reproach for Jewish parents to be 
childless? (Dr. Thomas, I, 2.) 


What was the keynote of John’s ministry? (Dr. 


Thomas, I, 4.) 


Why do we not have visions of Gabriels nowadays? 
(Dr. Smellie’s second point.) 


_What does God mean for you in that unusual in- 
cident in your life? (Mr. Smith.) 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Prof of Education at Juniata Coliege 








_ THe Law or Arm.—Every lesson and teach- 
ing process is conditioned and determined by 
the aim of the teacher and pupil, 











po TERING as we are to-day not only upon a 
new Quarter but upon a new six-months’ series 
of lessons, and going from the Old Testament, where 
we have been all year, over into the New Testament, 
it is a good time Once again to think of the import- 
ance of our aim. Thinking of this in relation 
to the series first, let us note that the topic for the 
Quarter is Jesus the. World’s Saviour. This will 
suggest that Our aim throughout is not to be merely 
a setting forth of the life of one named Jesus, but 
that lesson after lesson is to focus upon the life 
and teaching of one who is the unique Saviour of 
men — that we are to aim at leaving our pupils with 
a larger knowledge of, a deeper affection for, a 
stronger devotion to the Saviour. 

Thinking next of the aims that may direct us in 
the study of the lesson of the day, let us not lose 
sight of this larger aim in the possible aims which 
may seem to focus our thought if we think of our 
lesson in isolation. -Which means that whatever 
else we do with the lesson we must relate the birth 
of John the Baptist to the advent of the Coming One, 
showing at least briefly its place in this Outstanding 
purpose of God. Some lesser aims, not inconsistent, 
may include a mastery of the order of events relat- 
ing to the birth of John, a comparison of the circum- 
stances of his birth with those of others who were 
children of prayer, or applications to our own day 
of the lessons incidental to the narrative, such as 
= of effectual prayer and the results of un- 

ief, 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

Connection. The last wotd of God in the Dispen- 
sation of Law was “curse” (Mal. 4:6). The first 
word of God in the Dispensation of Grace after 
four centuries of silence was “Fear not” (Luke 1: 
13). Both are characteristic and appropriate. The 
Gospel bids us look forward. The days were very 
dark, and so they are now, but Christ has come and 
God has not forgotten the world. (1) 


Zacharias at Home (vs. 5-7). After an elaborate 
preface (vs. 1-4), on which see the pamphlet, “How 
to Study Luke’s Gospel” (The Sunday School Times 
Co., Philadelphia, 40 cts. a dozen, $3 a hundred, 
or 4 cis. each), comes a direct simple story, 
strongly marked with Hebraisms, which most prob- 
ably came from the Virgin Mary. The Herod was 
Herod the Great, who reigned from 37 B. C. to 4 B.C. 
Zacharias means “remembered by Jehovah.” The 
priests’ course was a modification of David’s plan of 
twenty-four. On the return from captivity there 
were only four left, and these were subdivided so 
as to make up twenty-four. Both Zacharias and 
Elisabeth were upright in regard to the moral (“com- 
randments”) and ceremonial law (“ordinances”). 
But they had the heavy misfortune of being child- 
less. his was a reproach eo | the Jews, and 
thought to be due to sin. It excluded all possibility 
-“ the honor of having the Messiah in.their family. 


Zacharias at the Temple (vs. 8-10). As there 
were (so it is said) twenty thousand priests, this 
opportunity only came once to a man. Incense was 
a symbol of praise and worship (Psa. 141:2). The 
picture (v. 10) is striking. The people in the outer 
court, silent, waiting. The priests at the brazen altar, 
offering the burnt offering. The bells on his robe 
would tell where he was, and then he would go into 
the Holy Place to offer incense at the golden altar. 
(3) 

Zacharias and the Angel (vs. 11-20). The “right 
side” would mean something favorable (Acts 7:56; 
Psa. 110:1), while the “left” would mean the op- 
posite (Matt. 25:34, 41). The Divine assurance soon 
followed (v. 13), and the promise of answer to 
prayer. The son is then described (vs. 14-17), and 
seven. things are said about his birth and work (count 
these). Joy (v. 14) is surprising, because it was not 
a characteristic of John the Baptist. Greatness (v. 
15) would be because of his position. “Turn” (v. 
16) is the keynote of his ministry. “Spirit” (v. 17) 
means like Elijah, fearless, and “power” does not 
refer to miracles, but to sincerity and influence. 
Zacharias cannot believe that all this was possible 
under the circumstances, but the angel tells him of 
the Divine purpose and the proof would be dumb- 
ness because of his unbelief. (4) 

Zacharias and the People (vs. 21-23). . When the 
smoke of the incense was seen ascending from the 
chimney, the people would know the sacrifice had 
been offered, but this time the delay and then the 
dumbness showed that something special had hap- 
pened. 

Zacharias and God (vs. 67-79). For months Zach- 
arias was dumb, but when he showed his faith (vs. 
62-65) speech came again, and he quickly “used it in 
praising God. He praised God for remembering his 
promises after four centuries of silence (vs. 68-75), 
and then foretold what his son would be and do 
(vs. 76-70). The man’s mind was full of Scripture, 
almost every verse containing some allusion. Zach- 
arias was one of the godly “remnant” to whom the 
prophets referred (see Mal. 3:16). (5) 


Devotional Reading: Luke 1:68-79. (1) The 
Faithfuiness of God (vs. 68-73). (2) The Purpose 
of God (vs. 74, 75, seven things included). (3) The 


Redemption from God (vs. 76-79): what it is (v. 
77); whence it is (v. 78); through whom it is (v. 
69, “horn”; v. 76, “Most High” ; v. 78, “dayspring”). 

Books.—For ordinary commentaries, Farrar in 
Cambridge Bible (The Macmillan Co., New York, 
$1.60), and Godet (Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York, 
$6). For a valuable summary, “The Gospel of Luke,” 
by Erdman (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $1). 
For the Life of Christ in general, “Modern Stu- 
dent’s Life of Christ.” by Vollmer (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New. York, $1.50, net); “A New Har- 
mony of the Gospels Based on Broadus,” by A. T. 
Robertson (Geo. H. Doran Co., New York, $2.50, net) ; 
“Outline Harmony of the Gospels,” by Riddle (The 
Sunday School Times Co., 15 cts.); Davis’ Bible 
Dictionary, for names of persons and places (West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia, $4). For Luke as a 
wholeg “The Most Beautiful Book Ever Written,” 
by Hayes (Abingdon Press, New York, $1.25). 
Books on John the Baptist, by Meyer (Revell, $1, 
net) and A. T. Robertson (Chas. Scribner’s Sons, 
$1.50), and “The Two Johns,” by Stalker (American 
Tract Society, New York, $1.50). For the period be- 
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" tween Malachi and Matthew see the Scofield Refer- 


ence Bible, page 985. 


Hi. Reference Material 

Isaiah 4o:3-5; Malachi 4:4-6. 

1. Isaiah 40: 3-5. Prophecy of John the Baptist. 
fx} The position, verse 3; (2) the work, verse 4; 
3) the result, verse 5; (4) the assurance, verse 5. 

2. Malachi 4: 4-6. Prophecy of Elijah. (1) Pri- 
mary fulfilment in John the Baptist (Matt. 11:14; 
17: 11-13; Luke 4:17). (2) ondary fulfilment’ 
in Elijah. himself (Rev. 11: 3-6). 


Ill. The Graded Topics > 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Preparation for the 
Coming of Christ. (1) John as a road-builder (Isa. 
40: 3-5). Roads to be level, straight, and smooth. 

very obstacle due to sin to be removed. (2). John 
as a soul-winner (Luke 1:14-17). Conversion (v. 
16) ; consecration (v. 17). 


2. Young People and Adults: The Place and Work 
of John the Baptist. P ah work was fourfold. (1) 

orerunner. In the East to-day a servant goes be- 
fore his master’s carriage to clear the way (1 Kings 
a te o John was to prepare for the coming 
of Christ (John 3: 28-30). (2) Reconciler (“turn 
hearts,” Luke 1:17). (3) Reformer (“disobedient,” 
Luke 1:17). (4) Preacher (1:76, 77). And al- 
though the work would be difficult and discouraging, 
there would be blessedness to himself and others (1: 
14, 15, 67). : 
IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The Golden Text tells of John’s character. 

1. The Nature of Greatness. Goodness. 

2. The Standard of Greatness — “sight.” 

3. The Condition. of Greatness — purity, “wine.” 

4. The Proof of Greatness — “turn.” 


V. Leading Questions 


How long a time elapsed between Malachi and 
Matthew? Why was there no prophet during this 
time? 


What do we know of Luke? : 

What can we learn from the preface about this 
Gospel in relation to other efforts? , 

What are the’ chief points emphasized in Luke’s 
own work? 


In what sense is true greatness goodness? 


What would John the Baptist do if he were here 
now? 
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A Predestined Life 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


E SHOULD certainly_thank God the Holy 

Spirit for prompting Luke to write one of 

the Gospels. He was a scholar, who searched 
out all things from the very first. And to his love 
of inquiry and patient diligence we are indebted for 
many details we could not have known otherwise. 
It is he who tells us how the ministry of the fore- 
runner of our Lord began. 


First, there is the child. 

The child was sent into the world in an unusual 
way. Father and mother were old, 2nd had aban- 
doned the hope of having a little one of their own; 
he was in a peculiar sense the gift of God as Isaac 
had been to Abraham long centuries betu~e. His 
very name was divinely determined in advance; 
“John” means “The Favor of Jehovah,” and that 
favor the boy would-bring not to Zacharias and 
Elisabeth alone Lut to his country and to the world, 
for he came in the fulness of time to herald the 
advent of the Messiah himself. The best sort of 
greatness was to be his endowment —greatness in 
the sight of the Lord, who looks not on outward ap- 
pearances but on the kteart, ard who is never misled 
by pomp or pretension or mere notoriety. And in 
him the voice of prophecy, silenced for four hun- 
dred years, should be heard o1rce more. For he was 
to be filled with the Holy Ghost from his infancy. 
and, as he grew to man’s estate, he would be God’s 
authentic messenger to Israel and the forthteller of 
God’s dear Son. 

John had, no doubt, his own singular and solitary 
mission and place; but may we not say that, in es- 
sence, these are the plans of God for every child? 
He appoints each one a niche to occupy and a task 
to fulfil, and he stands ready to equip each one 
with the heavenly powers that are reauired for the 
execution of his’ purposes. The mournfyl] fact is 
that, misusing the great possession of freedom which 
he makes ours, many of us contradict and nullify the 
Lord’s goad and acceptable and perfect will. What 
solemn responsibilities lie in front of the child. We 
see. the cradle and its- helpless inmate, and we 
a exclaim: with an English poet, “Dread mystical 
ife!” 


Then there is the angel. 


SEPTEMBER 16, 1922 


To Zacharias, as he went about his duties in” the 
temple, burning the fragrant incense at the altar, 
and making intercession tor the people, the angel ap- 
peared. Perhaps we wonder why we: get no visions 
of Gabriel and his shining companions nowadays. 
But is it not because we have One who is far nobler 
than they, the Angel of the Covenant, the Lord of 
these firstborn sons of light, God the Son himself? 
In his ampler grace and more lustrous glory the 
fade from view. Yet, though it is in the background, 
they remain our helpers and friends. “They watch 
and duly ward, And their bright squadrons round 
nee plant, And all for love and nothing for re- 
ward. 

Gabriel declared that his errand was to show glad 
tidings. We think of John’s life-story—how he 
was in the deserts, how the people spoke of him as 
having a devil, how his days were cut short by the 
prison and the headsman’s axe; and at first we fail 
to perceive the gladness. But then we remember 
his intimate relationship with the Christ, and the tes- 
timony that Jesus bore to him, and the majesty and 
holiness of his character; and our superficial judg- 
ments are corrected, and we know that the angel was 
altogether right. So, though there are sharp thorns 
in our path and heavy clouds in our sky, God can 
give us a gladness that outreddens the joys of the 
worne? citizens when their corn and wine most 
abound. 


At the outset, Zacharias could not believe Gabriel's . 


news. His faith staggered at_the hag | splendor of the 
promise. It is how our faith too frequently comes 
short. We measure our Lord’s powers by our own, 
and forget that his thoughts and ways are higher 
than ours as heaven is above the Pow 4 Let us be 
ashamed of our skepticisms; and let us covet that 
implicit trust which laughs at impossibilities and says, 
“It shall be done!” 


Once more, there are the parents. 

Zacharias and Elisabeth bore the atmosphere of 
heaven about with them. It is a fine portrait which 
the Evangelist draws: They were both righteous be- 
fore God, walking in all the commandments and ordi- 
nances of the Lord blameless. The father was a 
priest, but priests have not always been good mien; 
and a scathing proverb speaks of the possibility of 
being near the church and far from God. Nothing 
can be worse for the children than a breach like this 
between profession and practise. They detect the 
inconsistency, and it alienates them from the life 
of religion. But John ran no stch danger in his 
home. His parents allured him to brighter worlds, 
and themselves showed the way. 

They are happy sons and daughters who are nur- 
tured in similar surroundings. It is not wealth that 
constitutes the real riches of any family-circle. It 
is not even learning and the love of books, though 
that is much more desirable than money. It is the 
godliness which goes hand in hand with all courtesy, 
and approachableness, and humanity and sweetness 
of disposition. The Lord enable us who are mothers 
and fathers to walk before our children in all his 
commandments and ordinances, blameless! 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


HE work of John the Baptist was to prepare the 

people for the Lord’s first coming and make ready 
a people for him. To-day the need is for others like 
him upon whom may rest the same spirit and power, 
who will prepare a people for the Lord’s second 
coming. He is laying his hand on many to call them 
to John-like service, but will they respond? The 
time, is short, the need is terrible, the workers piti- 
fully few. God calls. Who will pick up the mantle 
of John the Baptist as he wore the mantle of Elias? 
“The end of all things is at hand.” Hudson Taylor, 
of China, wrote, “it is a very solemn thing to know 
that there are more eneaved, souls in the world to- 
day than there were a hundred years ago. This is 
sometimes called the age of missions, but when Carey 
first went to India there were fewer heathen than 
there are to-day. The churches are not keeping pace 
with the increase of the population.” : 

Oh, for an army of modern John the Baptists. 
Men are needed who will, dwell in the wilderness of 
heathendom, who are utterly God’s, and who will 
fearlessly and tirelessly proclaim Christ around the 
word. Such a.one is C, T. Studd, who worked in 
China and india, and when over fifty years of age 
defied doctors and friends in setting out for Central 
Africa. 

Now, he writes, “You ask, you plead, you almost 
command me to come home, but such cannot be till 
there are sufficient reinforcemients to turn the battle. 
Rather will I go down to the Kibari Tribe. and at- 
tempt to learn this other language, and give them the 
message of salvation. If deafness, age, and failing 
sight render the speaking an impossibility, I still could 
pray, though in an unknown tongue, and at least could 
learn and sing the hymns which tell of Jesus.” Amen, 
thou saint of God. 


Nracara Fatts, Can. 
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Lesson for October 1 
Luke t 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Pioneers.—Thou shalt have joy 
and gladness; and many shall rejoice at 
his birth (v. 14). And every genuine 
Baptist is singing “That means me. 
For had there been no } gyre there had 
been no Baptists. Well, well, Grand- 
father loves all the family just the same, 
whether they live in town, out on the 
farm, or down by the water side. When 
we come up to the Homestead on 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, ‘or “The 
Fourth,” we are all Ridgways. The 
whole Redeemed family rejoices at the 
advent of the forerunner. 
rejoices for all its forerunners —after- 
wards! The men who decreasé while 
others increase. The artists who work 
in poverty, like Millet and Blakelock; 
the writers who starved in garrets or 
languished in jails, like Goldsmith and 
O. Henry; the inventors who devise in 
ridicule, like Fulton and Goodyear; the 
doctors who discover in scorn, like Jen- 
ner and Hahneman. The world rejoices 
at the birth of its fearless forerunning 

ohn Baptist type of men—afterwards. 
‘While they are here the world chops 
off their heads, so to speak. Now please 
note that all pioneers both of faith and 
achievement brought joy and gladness 
into the world (Psa. 46:4; Prov. 29:6). 
I am at Atlantic City for my vacation. 
Goodyear brought me here delightfully 
on his rubber. Believe me, I am hav- 
ing lots of fun this very minute watch- 
ing the Wrights sailing the folks over 
the ocean in a sky of blue. There is 
a mob here on the boardwalk, but I 
fear no smallpox or other disease. To- 
night around the Edison I may read the 
folks an O. Henry story of New York 
or Texas, or start up the phonograph. 
In the Fifty-first Psalm, David prays to 

‘hear the joy and gladness that was in 
the . world, but to which sin had deaf- 
“ened him. In John’s day sin had about 
obliterated. joy,.and gladness. Jesus 
came to restore it in the souls of men. 


(1) 


Greatness.—For he shall be great in 
the sight of the Lord (v. 15). John 
was also great in the sight of men. 
Crowds flocked to hear him. Royalty 
trembled at his presence. He had the 
honor of a royal death, personally con- 
ducted, queenly so. And old John Bar- 
leycorn right on the job at the begin- 
ning of the new dispensation as he was 
on hand at. the beginning of the old 

(Gen. 9:21). It is an old saying that 
“a man is just as great as he is in the 
sight of God.” hen any one would 
say to old Stephen Girard, “So and so is 
a very rich man,” Stephen would ex- 
claim, “When did he die?” And in like 
manner we never know whether a man 
is great until after he is dead. It is 
risky ‘business to erect monuments to 
living greatness. As I write, they are 
showing in the movies upset statues of 
living whilom “great ones,” yea, even 
in this very Jerusalem. George Wash- 
ington only came to his greatness after 
he was dead. One day one of Grant’s 
cabinet said to him, “General, I would like 
to read you Something here about the 
President.” After the reading of the 
scurrilous attack, President Grant said, 
“Weill, that is about the worst yet.” 
“Well, General, don’t cry, for that was 
written of Washington.” “If his gener- 
ation talked like that about such a man 
as George Washington, I guess I can 
stand what they say about me.” Man- 
estimated greathess is very unreliable 
and uncertain. But when God puts his 
stamp upon a man you can put his bust 
in the hall of famé over yonder in New 
York. I do not know. whether John 
Baptist in bronze looks out over the 
Hudson or not, but Heaven puts him in 
Heaven’s Hall of Fame, which is more 
to the point. So none of us need con- 
cern ourselves along the line of great- 
wess. Heaven will attend to that (Psa. 
71:21). (2) 


Angels.—I am Gabriel, that stand in 
the presence of God; and I was sent to 
speak unto thee (v.19). These personal 
visits of the heavenly people always have 
a fascination for me. And there are 
none of them more interesting than Ga- 
briel: [ hope you will always have an 


The world: 
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ear for his horn (1 Thess. 4: 16). Every 
once in a while some one takes a pot 
shot at. the old Sunday-school song, “] 
want to-be an angel,” and calls atten- 
tion to the fact that the Christian is to 
be something a great deal better than an 
angel. I have never been able to say 
“Amen” to any hyntn knocking, and es- 
eggs this good old swinging one sung 
yy our fathers. Gabriel’s job or one 
like it would just suit me. Some folks 
like to sit on thrones and govern. Do- 
minion over ten cities, or only one, makes 
fo appeal to me. But I would love to 
be a heavenly messenger of good news 
through the Milky Way, swinging by 
the great Betelgeuse (260,000,000 miles 
in diameter, and whose light takes one 
hundred and fifty years to get to us, at 
180,000 miles a second), and after those 
other sheep in other folds (John 10: 16). 
Some folks believe we shall work at the 
same things in the next world that we 
do here. The farmer will farm, the car- 
penter wilk build, the professor will 
teach, and so on. If it should turn out 
this way —did not Dives want Lazarus 
to play messenger in that lift of the 
curtain Jesus has given us—for me fo 
stand in the presence of God to do his 
bidding — well, yes, “that will be glory 
for me”! I will follow along what some 
of us old faithful Sunday-school folks 
have been doing for years. After all, 
who knows but the folks who make the 
Times and we field ones who have been 
trotting the “Rock Run” roads have not 
just been serving an apprenticeship for 
the steady job yet to come? (3) 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson,—Lord Jesus, 
how can we thank thee, not only in words, 
but by our lives, for letting-us have any 
part in telling others about thyself? Thou 
hast chosen thy messengers throughout all 
the years, and we thank thee that it has 
seemed good to thee to entrust us with the 
preparation for a knowledge of thee among 
those who have not known thee. May we 
remember the unselfish devotion of thy mes- 
senger, John the Baptist. If we are to have 
greatness, may it be through such obedience 
and simplicity as his. May we be free 
from whatever would hinder the message, 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


and may we be faithful in doing thy blessed 
will. In his dear name, Amen,, eT ee 

After the Lesson.—How wonderfully 
God prepares his servants for the next 
work that needs to be done! He chooses 
the humble, or the exalted, and uses 
them, if they are willing, to do great 
work*for him. He has a plan for every 
one of us, just as he had for John the 
Baptist, and if we will only yield our 
lives there is wonderful work for us 
to do that can prepare the way for 
the Lord Jesus into the hearts and lives 
of others. It isn’t needful for us to 
be great in the sight of the world, but 
obedient in God’s sight, and then there 
will be very many we can turn to the 
Lord our God. Let us ask our Heavenly 
Father to lead us in just the path wher- 
ever he would have us go. Let us pray. 


GREAT BEFORE man 
S WHICH ? 














‘* 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“The child of the King.” 

“Channels of blessing.” 

“Fill me, Holy Spirit, fill me.” 

“Take my life and let it be.” 

“Have thine own way, Lord.” 

“The flood-tide of God’s love.” 

“What are you doing for others?” 
“The Son of God goes forth to war.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs. No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 31 : 1-24 (69: 1-3). 
Psalm 10 : 1-18 (a1 : 1-3). 
Psalm 18 : 1-50 (33 : 1-3). 
Psalm 62; 1-12 (131 : 1-3). 
Psalm 73 : 1-28 (160 : 1-3). 


“Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly?” 
a new pamphiet..by Dr. Robert Dick 
Wilson, of Princeton Seminary, may be 
obtained from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at 25 cents, postpaid. 






















Be a Wet O, 

La nf 4 +) } 

» x \ " i ; 
mS 43 t 
x \\\ aie. : 
oe <7 : ‘ a ltr “in 
\ N = - b/ if 7 ted 
eR  / 





SUN-TIME 


and also 


ee SON-TIME 





ZEEE Y the time was 


= ‘When thefulness 


come, God sent 
I orth his Son "Galty 






Yj 


Z, 
YZ 


' 







» 


SSA. WAC. WR. Wer 
9-2 wr TrA% a! > ~ 


Aimysintod Ri prur! 


; 














° 551 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mar not be considered at all. not 
submit ver pen Bi mpd first securing a 
circular that s the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited-to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best’ one each week. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 15@ words, 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 

ol tnatrytions on other vgseee than we 
iden Text are specially ired, and w 
stand a better ch pt than 

illustrations on the Golden Text. 


No Demotion for Him.—He executed 
the priest’s office before God in the order 
of his course (v. 8). A_ well-known 
missionary to Turkey was offered a con- 
sulship in one of the chief Turkish cities 
at a princely salary. “Why in the world 
did you not accept such a chance?” asked 
a young man in amazement. “Well,” 
was the quiet reply, “I declined to step 
down from an ambassadorship to a con- 
sulship.”— From the Friend of Russia. 
Sent by M. B. Hutchinson, Zaleski, Ohio. 
Prize ilustration, (1) 


The Hindu’s Son.—And thou shalt 
have joy and gladness ... at his birth 
(v. 14). To the Hindu. parents no 
other time is more an occasion for great 
rejoicing than when a baby boy is born. 
On the contrary, when a girl baby is 
born, there is great sorrow, and as a 
mark of it there is perfect silence in the 
room, making clear the immensity of 
their joy in the former case. For ac- 
cording to their Shashtras they say that 
it is the son who actually saves the 
father from hell. And “Putra,” the 
vernacular equivalent of the word son, 
literally means “a releaser from hell.”— 
Sent by J. E. P. Devadawson, Bays’ 
Middle School, Nazareth, Tinnevelly, 
South India, (2) 


What Are We Claiming ?—And many 
of the ‘children of Israel shall he’ turn 
unto the Lord thew God (v. 16). Every 
day I know what the various depart- 
ments at the power plant and smelter 
are doing by.the call on me for fuel 
oil for power. Not a department can 
slacken its work without my knowing 
it, not one can quicken its efforts with- 
out my knowing it equally well. Day 
after day this law holds true. I never 
have to ask what they are doing. I 
know when they slacken, by the smaller 
demand, and when they quicken their 
efforts, by the larger demand. Not a 
department can make a repair but that 
I know something has gone wrong; and 
always by the diminished demand _ for 
power. And the Father if by no other 
way knows what we are doing-by the 
demand we make on him for power. He 
has commissioned each one of us to do 
such great things for him that we can 
do them only through his power. If 
we slacken our efforts; if we have to 
cease our efforts to make repairs, break- 
ing down because we have failed to look 
to him for all we need; if we quicken 
our efforts,—and how glad this makes 
the Saviour,—this and all these he 
knows by the demand we make on him 
for power. How great a demand are 
you making on him to-day ?—Original 
illustration. Sent by the Rev. L. B. 
Mathewson, Miami, Ariz. (3) 


His Wisdom.—To turn the hearts of 
... the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just (v. 17). “You have preached twenty 
years, and have only made one convert,” 
was the taunt with which a man assailed 
a servant of the Lord. “Have I con- 
verted one?” asked the minister. “Yes, 
there is such a one, who is really con- 
verted under your ministry.” “Then here 
is twenty years more for another,” re- 
plied the man of God; and all eternity 
would endorse the wisdom of his ut- 
terance.— From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by the Rev. W. Has- 
lam, B.D., Oswaldtwistle, Lancashire, 
Eng. 


A True Answer.—W hat then shall this 
child be? (v. 66.) Mr. Brown, while 
addressing some children, took out his 
watch, and said, “What is my watch good 
for?” “To keep time,” the children an- 
swered. “But, suppose it won't keep 
time, and can’t be made to keep time, 
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what is it good for?” “It is good for 
nothing,” they replied. He then took 
out a lead pencil, and said, “What is 
this pencil for?” “To mark with,” was 
the answer. “But suppose the lead is 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





| Birth of John he Baptr'st 
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Luke 4: 56,7. 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


We ‘are to-day ‘at the source of a great 
stream —a life river upon whose shores 
Jesus stood and said: “Among them that 
are born of women there is none greater 
than John.” 

It is not’ surprising that the birth of the 
forerunner of the Christ should have been at- 


tended with such celestial announcement, | 


and that the Voicé which would one day be 
crying in the wilderness: “Make straight the 
way of the Lord!” should be preceded by the 
dumb silence of awe. 

The etchings may be used to emphasize 
the events preliminary to the birth of the 
Voice — events ‘so deeply significant of the 
importance of what was to’ follow. 

Note other occasions when (1) God gave 
sons to barren old. couples— Abraham and 
Sarah (Gen. 21:1, 2); Elkanah and. Hannah 
(2 Sam, 1: 12-20). (2) When God gave the 
name— Abraham (Gen. 17:5), Sarah (Gen. 
17:15), Israel (Gen. 32: 28), Jesus (Matt. 1: 
21). (3) When God suspended the use of a 
faculty — Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:8, 9), and 
Jeroboam (1 Kings 13 : 4). 

lt may be profitable to suggest, in closing, 
that God still makes use of unusual inci- 
dents to attract the attention of those whom 
he would use in some great setfvice. Has 
anything out of the ordinary “happened” to 
you? Has the normal course of your life 
been interrupted, or changed, in some im- 
pressive way, sad or joyous or startling? 
Think quietly, and listen if~haply God may 
be ready to induct you into some great and 
glad service — for him! 


Greensporo, N. C, 
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out, and it won’t mark, what is it yay 
for?” “It is good for nothing.” “Well, 
children, what is a boy or a girl made 
for?” “To glorify God, and to enjoy him 
for ever.” “Now, then, if-a boy or girl 
does not do what he or she is made for, 
and glorify God, what is he or she good 
for? nd the children all answered, 
without seeming to think how it would 
sound, “Good for nothing.”—From_ the 
Children’s Friend. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. (4) 


Millais’ Sorrow.—W hat then shall this 
of Millais, the painter, told by his fe 
low ore-aghes ite, Holman Hunt, in 
one of his books. 


genius, Lady Constance Leslie, went early 
in the day to the exhibition. Ascending 
the stairs she encountered the painter 


Constance,” he said, “you see me un- 
|manned. Well, I’m not ashamed of 
averring that in looking at my earliest 
pictures I have been overcome with 
chagrin that I so far have failed in my 
maturity to fulfil the full forecast of 
my youth,” 
From the Sunday School Chronicle. 


(5) 


y 

Have We Said “Thank You” ?—He 
hath . . . wrought redemption for his 
people (v. 68). lady was visiting a 
hospital. She went up to a bed on 
which -lay a wounded soldier, and said 
gently, “Thank you for being wounded 
for me.” The man’s face Teightoned. 
That was a new thought to him; it made 
the pain more bearable to look upon it in 
that light. Do you realize that, long 


And that “Some One” was no less than 


Sunday School Chronicle. 
Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


The Christian’s Double Portion. — 
The dayspring from on high hath visited 
us, to give light (vs. 78, 76, A. V.). 
man ‘scoffingly. asked, “What advantage 


Sent by J. A. 





myself? Does not the sun shine on me 
jas on him, this fine day?” “Yes,” re- 
| plicd his companion, “but the religious 
man has two suns shining On him at 
once,—one on his body, the other on 
his soul."—From “Sermon Notes,” by 
Spurgeon.’ Sent by the -‘Rev.-F. D, An- 


| thony, Belle Vernon, Pa. 


Men’s Estimates of Men.—He shall be 
| great in the sight of the Lord (Golden 
Text). A Barbary slave-trader was 
; once taken into a London club where 
| his guide pointed out two undersized 
| men, saying, “Do you see them: that 
hunchback and his friend? They are 
the poet Alexander Pope, and the natu- 
ralist Sir Godfrey Kneller; two of the 
| most distinguished men in the king- 
| dom”; whereupon the slave-trader re- 
marked, “I have bought many a better 
man than either of them for a matter of 
ten guineas ; and a poor bargain at that.” 
| Are not our judgments of men soéme- 
' times as far from the mark as this?— 
| From a sermon by Dr. David-J. Bur- 
rell. Sent by M. R. Hamsher, Reisters- 
town, Md. (6) 


’ 


For the Primasy Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God’s promises 

are sure. 

Before the Story—The Jews knew 
that God’s promises are sure, for he 
had allowed many of them to, return to 
Jerusalem to build the temple and city 
walls and to enjoy living in their. hame- 
land. After a while no more prophets 
came to tell them God’s messages, yet 
they knew that God had promised to 
send a prophet some day, who would 
prepare the way for the Méssiah, who 
was to be their King. One, two, three, 
four hundred years went by. Many Jews 


on God’s promisé to the néxt.. The tem- 
ple had been repaired once again and 
made very beautiful. 








child be? (v. 66.) There is a great xd 


The works of. Millais | 
had been collected in a gallery in Lon-) 
don, and an ardent appreciator of his) 


going out, with head bowed down. As, 
she accosted him, and he looked up, she | 
saw tears in his eyes. “Ah, dear Lady | 


John did not thus fail—_ 
Sent by J. A, Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


ago Some One was wounded for you? | 


the Son of God himself?—From the! 


A| 


has a religious man over: athy one like | 


had lived and died. Each group passed. 





At the temple services the priests took | 
turns for a week at a time in offering 
incense each day, while the people gath- 
ered in the temple courts to pray. The 
people believed that as the smoke o 
the incense ascended their prayers went 
up to God. “ 


Lesson Story—One day it was Zach- 
arias’ turn to burn the incense in the 
holy place in God’s temple in Jerusalem. 
Zacharias and his wife, Elisabeth, were 
very happy because he was to have that 
honor. hey were good people, who 
obeyed God’s commands and believed 
that God’s promises are sure. There 
was one sOrrow in their hearts, becausé 
they had no child. They were grow- 
ing old and feared that no child of ; 
theirs would ever come to their home. | 
They prayed about it sometimes. | 

Zacharias entered the temple with the 
incense. The people who waited outside 
in the temple courts could not see Zach- 
arias, but they watched for the smoke 
of the incense which Zacharias offered. 
As it rose toward heaven the whole mul- 
titude prayed. They waited longer than 
usual, and wondered why Zacharias did 
not come out from the holy place to sa 
Amen and dismiss them with God's 
blessing. 

Something strange was padprans in 
the temple. While Zacharias was busy 
with his work, thinking that he was 
alone, God’s angel, Gabriel, appeared, 
standing near the altar of incense. When 
Zacharias saw the angel he was troubled 
and afraid, but God’s good angel never 
harmed anybody. Gabriel said, Fear not, 
Zacharias, your prayer is heard; you and 
Elisabeth shall have a son and call his 
name John. You shall have joy and 
gladness, and many shall rejoice at his 
birth. He shall be great in God’s sight; 
he shall drink neither wine nor strong 
drink; he shall be filled with God’s Holy 
Spirit, and he shall turn many of the 
Children of Israel to the Lord. 

Such a promise was too wonderful for 
Zacharias to believe, so’ he’ said, How 
shall I. know.that this is true? -The an- 
gel answered, I am Gabriel who stand 
in God’s presence. He sent me to speak 
these glad tidings to you. This is the 
sign, You shall be dumb, not able to 
speak, until God’s promise comes true. 

All this time the people waited, and 
wondered why Zacharias stayed so long 
in- the temple. When he appeared he 
beckoned to them because he could not 
speak, Then the people knew that he 
had seen a vision. 

In a few days his temple duties were 
over, so he and Elisabeth went home 
to the hill country sharing the wonder- 
ful secret which God’s angel Gabriel 
had told to Zacharias. 

God’s promises are sure. One day their 
baby boy was born. Relatives and friends 
rejoiced with Elisabeth and Zacharias. 
When the baby was eight days old he 
was to-be named. The relatives began 
to call him Zacharias after his father, 
because he was the first son. Elisabeth 
said, Not so, he shall be called John. 
They said, Not one of the relatives has 
that name. 

They made signs to Zacharias to find 
out what he would like to ‘name him. 
Zacharias motioned for a writing tablet 
and wrote, His name is John. . They all 
wondered ~at that. Then Zacharias 
opened his mouth and began to talk and 
to praise God. c 





“There are blessings from God all about us, 
We should thank him for gifts large and 
small, 
But his gift of a dear little baby 
Needs the very best Thank You of all.” 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Iowa, 35 ctS. postpaid.) 


The news about baby John spread all 
over the hill country. 

Zacharias’ song, of thanksgiving has 
been kept in our Bible. These are some 
of the words, Blessed be the Lord God 
of Israel; our child’ shall go before 
the face of the Lord to prepare the way; 
he shall be a prophet; he shall be great 
in the sight of the Lord. - 

Baby John grew to be a thoughtful 





child, who was strong in body, mind, 
and spirit. -As he grew older he loved | 
to roam_in the deserts to think things ! 
over. John was a child of God because | 
God’s Holy Spirit ‘helped him to love 
to worship and obey God’s will. 
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After the Story.—This is a good op. 
portunity to encourage Primary children 
to desire to know God’s will, to live as 
God’s children, and to walk in- his way. 


PEORIA, ILL. . 
we 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


‘Preparation 3 

. Luke’s, for the writing of his Gos- 
pel. 

2. Zacharias’, for the birth of his son. 
3- John’s, for his work as Jesus’ fore- 
runner. 


4 Yours, for what God has for you 
to do. 











F ALL themes of interest and im- 

portance for young people, none 
surpasses that of preparation, and our 
Bible is rich in God’s light on this very 
subject. To-day we enter upon a six- 
months’ study of “the. most beautiful 
book in the world,” as Luke’s Gospel has 
rightly been called, in order to know 
better him of whom Luke wrote — Jesus, 
the world’s Saviour. Certainly to set 
that Life before the minds of men God 
spared nothing of even his infinite re- 
sources, and so we find, first of all, that 
he prepared Luke in a wonderful way 
to be the historian of that Life. © Shall 
we see how he did this? 


1. Have the girls turn to Luke’s in- 
troduction to his book (1:1-4) for his 
own account of his preparation for this 
writing, for there they will find: First, 
that he had the natural turn of mind of 
the accurate and orderly historian, free 
from prejudice, open to established ‘facts; 
and those who have studied his book 
most agree that these natural gifts were 


enhanced by the fine Greek culture of his” 


race and time and profession; second, 
that God gave him direct corita¢t with 
those who were eye-witnesses of that 
Life, and eye-witnes8es who had given 
over their whole lives to the ministry 
of the message of Jesus’ life. (1) 
Luke must have met these personal 
disciples of Jesus after he himself be- 
came Paul’s disciple and companion — 
perhaps during Paul’s two-year impris- 
onment at Caesarea, when Luke must 
have made systematic search for the 
facts in the lite of his new-found Mas- 
ter, whether he wrote them down for 


his friend Theophilus then or later. 
(2) 
And last, through Paul and _ those 


others who knew Jesus in the flesh, God 
gave Luke a passionate love for that 
world’s, Saviour, which both impelled 
and compelled him to give permanent 
form to his own “certainty concerning 
the things” of that: matchless Life. 
Watch for the orderliness, accuracy, 
simplicity, and beauty of Luke’s writin 
as we study through his book, as well 
as for his peculiar emphasis upon the 
world-wide, saving love of Jesus Christ. 


2. The story of the angel. Gabriel’s 
message to the priest, Zacharias, should 
be told by one of your girls who has 
studied the whole of: chapter one, so she 
can throw some light on the, kind of 
father and mother God chose for the 
forerunner of his Son, as well as give 
the interesting series of events that ac- 
companied John’s birth. Not only did 
God prepare Zacharias by giving him a 
godly heritage and a godly calling, but 
he gave him contact rough his senses 
with that world from which the Lord 
Christ was to come—do you think he 
ever forgot the reality of the angel 
Gabriel who “stands in the presence of 
God”? (3) 

3. All that Zacharias and Elisabeth re- 
ceived from God and all that they were 
was part of God’s preparation of John 
for his unique work, but focus this 
discussion on John’s manner of birth 
and his life (using Isaiah 40: 3-5 with 
this chapter) up ‘to his public ministry, 
as a peculiar preparation for that pecu- 
liar ministry. Not of us all does God 
expect this same life; nor upon us all 
does he pour out his Holy Spirit from 


' the very hour of birth —he fits the prep- 
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Lesson for October 1 
Luke 1 


aration to the service. What is he giv- 


ing you, asking of you? (4) + he 


4. Did there ever live a girl who did 
not love to “get ready” for something, 
from her first baby ag to her own 
wedding? Why then do girls grow so 
restless under the needful preparation 
for a life-task? If yours is a long an 
taxing discipline be sure it is for some 
proportionately difficult work, and give 
yourself to it with all your heart as 
well. as your time and talents. Love 
our preparation as John must have loved 

is long years in the solitary wilder- 
ness life. Had he fretted over them, or 
resisted God’s plan in them, would he 
have come out of them the greatest man 
born of woman, as his Lord pronounced 
him to be? God does not ask you only 
to accept his plan for you, but to love 
it, because he has chosen it for you and 
through it he will give you what he can 
give you in no other way. (5) 

Those “tiresome” school lessons, that 
uncongenial job in that “horrid old of- 
fice” with those “tiresome peopie,” that 
bothersome little sister or brother (or 
the “bossy” big one!), that helpless old 
grandmother, even that unfair teacher, 
who “never does understand,” may be 
God’s own way of building into your life 
the fiber which will bear the burden of 
the gréat work coming by and by —if 
you take them as from him, if you love 
his way for you. (6) 

Are there some things you must do 
without that other girls have —a pretty 
home, stylish clothes, college, popularity, 
“lots of fun, dancing, playing cards, 
automobile rides” —because you have 
accepted his plan for your life? John’s 
was a life of entire self-denial, accord- | 
ing to God’s direct order, yet how little! 
are wine and soft raiment compared with , 
John’s personal communion with God, 
unbroken through his life?. Ask him) 
to give you himself and trust him to 
give the things he sees you need. 


Home Study 
Memorize ‘Zacharias’ song, atid try 
to see in it what kind of man he was 
(Luke 1: 68-79). 
Decatur, Ga. 
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From the Boys’ Lookout 
By Paul Teas 








How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
A whole string of “news.” 

Six gifts for the young “John.” 

A life-plan in advance? , 











NEW Quarter’s work: all ready to 

begin; new Rally Day; and a won- 
derful New Testament series opening 
with the story of one of the most im-| 
portant new babies in all history! 

Surely enough “néws” all in one) 
week to reward the best efforts of any | 
boy-teacher to have the whole class out | 
in force. You try it; try letting the 
boys carry a sizable share of responsi- | 
bility for the larger crowd, as suggested 
in these notes last Sunday and pre- 
viously. 

What great work was John the Bap- 
tist sent into the worid to do? The 
Bible does more than merely tell what 
John did, after he came. Passages of 
propiecy from the Old Testament, such 
as Isaiah 40: 3-5, were written more than | 
seven hundred years before; and Malachi 
3:1 dates back almost four hundred 
years. 

The Baptist’s great calling was no ac- 
cidental affair! 

Now suppose these events were oc- 
curring to-day, and suppose one of your 
boys was speaking as the angel spoke 
to Zacharias (vs. 14-17), presenting 
some younger boy with six gifts of char- 
acter that would stay with him through 
life. What would the six be? 

Let the lads name what they consider 
the most important Christian life qual- 
ities, while one of the boys writes them 
down; then let the class itself decide 
on the most vital of all that have been 
proposed. Your list will probably run 
like this: (1) A clean mind; (2) a vig- 
orous body; (3) the power of Christian 
leadership; (4) the will to study and 
learn; (5) a good memory; (6) the will 
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to be thorough, and ‘to finish whatever 


Do you think that God plans out in 
advance the life-work of each of us, as 
completely as we see he planned out the 
life of John? (vs. 13-17.) Why? It 
takes a lot of faith to answer plain 
“yes” to that, and the average is 
slow to believe things he cannot figure 
out for himself! n’t be surprised 
or shocked if some one asks, “If G 
stopped to plan out everybody’s life, 
how would he ever get anything, else 
done?” (1) : 

There is your chance to point out that 
hundreds of things are going on all 
about us that we cannot comprehend. 
Which of your boys can tell what keeps 
the stars in place and all the planets 
moving on their separate cOurses? What 
makes the leaves come out in the spring? 
Which of your boys could make a thing 
as simple as a pansy petal or a butter- 
fly’s wing? ; 

What ways have we of knowing God’s 
eck qpend and plans for our lives? The 

ys must remember that Christians in 
1922 have the whole Bible and countless 
other privileges that were denied to 
those in John’s day. By prayer and reg- 
ular Bible study, God's whole plan and 
purpose for each of us will -be made 
plain. (2) ’ 

Yes, God certainly has an individual 
plan for every one; the faylt is ours, not 
his, if that plan “falls through.” Surel 
it is the duty as well as privilege of eac 
of us to ask how we can used to 
help make those plans come true, for 
our boys and for ourselves. Perhaps 
some one in your group is needing noth- 
ing more than a little encouragement from 
you, before taking a decisive step in his 
Christian life. (3) 

What a triumph if this teaching Opens 
up, both to him and to you, the truth 
about God's rightful claim upon the best 
that each of you has! Pray that some 
such door may be Opened to your min- 
istry ! 

‘For Next Week's Lesson 


(To be assigned in advance for home- 
work.) 


In what ways do you think Jesus was 


like other boys in Nazareth, and in 
what ways different? 

Would it make a boy more popular 
and influential: with the other fellows, 


or less so, to live to-day the sort of life 
that you think Jesus must have lived 
neariy two thousand years ago in Naz- 
areth? Why? 

What kind of things does a boy to-day 

need to do, in order to “be about his 
Father’s business” ? 
_ When dne is “in favor” with God, does 
it have anything to do with being “in 
favor” with man? If so, what differ- 
ence do you think it makes? ° 

What definite things should one do in 
boyhood, fo assure a strong, useful man- 
hood ? 

What particular lesson does verse 51 
; boy’s being obedient to 
his parents, even after he grows up? 

Hupson, Onno. 





[ Children at Home 





Mary’s Bright Plan 
By Julia W. Wolfe 


ARY sat by the open window, chin 

in hand, wondering. She was a 
happy little schoolgirl, but the long sum- 
mer holidays were in full swing. Mary 
had returned to her home in the quiet 
country village, and, now that the joy 
of finding herself among old familiar 
surroundings was over, she was just 
wondering how best to occupy the time 
until school should. start again and she 
would be able to rejdin her lovely school 
companions. The morning seemed long- 
est; father was always away from home 
then. . Mother, the jolliest playmate in 
the world, was always occupied with 
household duties; baby brother appar- 
ently preferred to Spend the morning 
sleeping in his carriage in the shade of 
the porch. Mary really had no one to 
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play with, and she could not be reading 
all the time. 

But Mary was a clever little girl and 
always on the lookout for bright plans, 
and just as surely as she needed them 
she knew they always came, — bright, in- 
teresting plans that gave her lots of 
happiness, and often pleased other peo- 
ple, too. So that was why she sat at 
the open window one sunny August 
mores. just quietly wondering what 
she could do. 

Suddenly Mary remembered the vil- 
lage flower show, to which her mother 
had Mpresey to take her. It was to 
be held about the first of September, just 
two weeks away, and she knew there 
were to be many competitions, with prizes 
for the winners ; perhaps she might com- 
pete and even win a prize! That did 
seem a qos plan, and working it out 
a task calculated to crowd every remain- 
ing moment of the holiday with interest, 
Quick as thought Mary skipped away to 
get a catalogue which had come the day 

fore. Spreading it out on the table 
before her, her glance ran rapidly down 
the list to see what lay within possibilit 
of accomplishment for a little girl. 
There were prizes offered for vegetables, 
for fruit, for flowers. That was fine. 
That could be attempted. Next came 
competitions for the finest chickens, and 
ducks, and rabbits, and guinea pigs. 

Then came prizes for needlework, for 
crochet, for knitting, and the very last 
thing on the list was a prize for a “min- 
iature garden.” 

Mary felt sure it must have been put 
there for her special benefit, for what 
could be more alluring to a little country 
girl, with eyes wide awake to the beauties 
around her, than the making of a min- 
iature garden? And she ran to her win- 
dow corner, snuggling there, chin in 
hand again, wondering just how to set 
about making her garden, which was to 
be a beauty of course, and she felt much 
thought necessary for so important an 
undertaking. 

Mary decided to make a miniature 
garden and enter as competitor for a 
prize to be awarded at the village flower 
show billed to take place in a fortnight's 
time, and this is how she did it. First 
she counted up her money; there were 
a tew ten-cent pieces, a few nickels, a 
few pennies; altogether she had seventy 
cents. She started off at once to the 
nearest hardware shop to see what nec- 
essary things she could buy with the 
money she possessed: She selected a 
nice baking-pan,—just the kind she 
knew mother used,—a small tin of 
grass-green paint and a new brush to 
paint with, and a half pound of plaster 
of Paris, carried them home in great 
triumph, and was soon making headway 
with her preparations. It did not’ take 
long to paint the sides of the tin; and 
one corner, where she meant to have a 
tiny lake, had to be green also. Then 
she left it a day or two out in the hot 
sun to dry. 

Mary next went hunting all over the 
countryside in search of picturesque lit- 
tle mossy stones for edging her minia- 
ture lake. They, were rather hard to 
find, but she had plenty of perseverance 
and was ultimately rewarded by the dis- 
covery of the jolliest treasures imagin- 
able. It was astonishing what beauties 
the woods and brooklets held for a lit- 
tle girl busily determined upon carrying 
out a bright plan. Then when the paint 
was dry, Mary mixed the plaster of 
Paris in an old basin with an old spoon, 
taking care not to make it too moist, 
and put as much as she thought neces- 
sary round the inside of what was to 
be the lake. Into this the stones had to 
be firmly placed in the positions she had 
previously determined they should go; 
a too, for. the plaster of Paris 

ries quickly and forms a hard, solid 
mass. In this way a firm little rockery 
was made, but the plaster still had to 
be touched with green paint to make it 
look more realistic, and a few tiny 
pebbles had to be scattered on the bot- 
tom of the lake. 

Next began the search for growing 
things, and they were not all found in 
a day, by any means. But little by little 
they were brought home and put on an 
old tray and kept cool and damp until 
they should be needed. And, oh! the 





joy Mary found in watching her collec- 
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tion grow and anticipating the surprise 
her beautiful would give others 
when finished. There was a tiny moun- 
tain ash, a seedling fir tree grown in 
the weirdest shape imaginable, a tiny 
maple, a sundew with its bright drops 
all ready to glisten in the sunlight, the 
most adorable red strawberry plant, 
and moss and fungus, and very wee wild- 
flowers moré beautiful’ than most people 
realize exist. 

Finally the day came ‘for the judges to 
make the decisions of the “miniature 
gardens,” and first prize was awarded 
to Mary. You can imagine how happy 
she was, and just think, it all came from 
a little thought one August day! 


New Yorx Crry, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Bessie E. Stockwell 





October 8 The Folly of Procrastination. 
Eccl. 9 : 10. ’ 
October 15. True Patriotism: What It Is 


and Does. Isa. 1 : 16-20. (Citizenship Day.) 
October 22. Reverence and Worship. Psa. 
III : 1-10, P 
October 29. A Saloonless World, and How to 
Get It. Eph. 6: 10-18. 


Sunday, October 1 


Better Work 
(Rom, 12 : 9-11) 


(Consecration Meeting. Rally Day 
Suggested) 


Mon.—More Diligence (Prov. 10:4). “Every 
bit of work — however commonplace it is 
—done honestly and with good intent is 
another. thread of gold woven’ into the 
texture of our moral life, and possibly, a 
unit added to our intellectual: equipment.” 
—Silas K. Hocking. 

Tues.—More Zeal (Acts 26: 19-29). Read the 
list of Paul’s endurances in 2 Corinthians 
11, and wonder if you ever had any zeal 
for God. Oh, to have a-heavenly vision 
and then to obey him! 

Wed.—More Consecration (Rom. 15 : 15-24). 
John Wesley once said to a friend, “I 
look upon the world as my parish; thus 
far, I mean, that in whatever part of it 
I am, I judge it meet, right, and my boun- 
den duty to declare unto all that are will- 
ing to hear the glad tidings of salvation.” 

Thurs.—More Soul-Winning (Prov. 11 : 25-31). 
“Oh, when will the followers of Christ hear 
the call of the Spirit, even as Philip did, 
and run to the help of men! and that help 
is needed by every man who is not Christ's, 
no matter where he lives or what else he 
may have.’’—Howard Agnew Johnston. 

Fri.—Better Social Life (Matt. 26 : 17-29). The 
only satisfying social life is that where 
Christ is in the midst. It is worth crossing 
the country to spend a time with a group 
of consecrated Christians culminating m a 
precious season of prayer and praise. 

Sat.—Better Plans (Luke 14: 25-36). “We 
want men of aspiration, of unconquerable 
energy, of sublime hope, who will not be 
contented with anything less than the best 
that they can make out of their life and 


its opportunities.”—J. R. Miller. 
“W HAT inspiring music!” one ex- 
claims as he stands in the door- 
way of a great. classroom filled with 
students praising God with heart and 
voice. Each has his Bible and note- 
book and is here with an earnest pur- 
pose. The majority of them have spert 
years in young people’s work and have 
there gained such a vision of the joy 
of giving all to Jesus and of bringing 
joy and helpfulness into other lives 
that they have determined ‘to give them- 
selves up wholly for a time of definite 
preparation for bétter service. 

The hours spent in the study of God's 
Word and related subjects fairly fly 
away. Then there are the weekly assign- 
ment trips filled with actual soul-winning 
work of every description, interspersed 
with practise in manual arts, actual labor, 
and exercise. Later there will be the 
life-work on mission fields at home and 
abroad, in churches, offices, homes. and 
wherever God chooses to lead his serv- 
ants. 

If you cannot thus prepare for hbet- 
ter work, what a splendid training-school 
is provided m Christian Endeavor and 


(Continued on the next page) 
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They Overlooked the * 
- Diamonds ~~ 


ES ERE is a modern flippancy to the effect that, 
‘‘What you don’t know won’t hurt you.” It is 
also a fallacy. For instance: 


oe 


The farmers of Kimberley were a disgusted, dis- 
heartened lot. They said the soil was too rocky 
to’earn them a living, Some of them left. Others 
died in poverty. 
And all the time their children were playing 
with diamonds. 


But the farmers didn’t know. They thought the 
priceless gems were pebbles. 


Know! 


Don’t seek opportunity in some distant place and. 
overlook the diamonds that are daily within 
your grasp. Anow/ 


Advertising is a mine of opportunity, It tells of 
values you wouldn’t know about if it were not 
there to guide you. 


Don’t be like those Kimberley farmers. 


The secret of economical buying is information. 
The man -or woman who is best informed is the 
one who buys to best advantage. 


Read the advertisements. Know! 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
(Continued from preceding page) 


Sunday-school service. Find something | - 


to do quickly, and do it as unto your 


- Master, making it your mission field, 


and very soon yon will see your parish 
growing. Reach out to your co-workers 
and plan with them for a real life-sav- 
ing station in your midst. That Devo- 
tional Committee, that Missidnary Com- 
mittee, that Evangelistic Committee — 
there is no limit to what they may ac- 
complish under Christ’s power and di- 
rection. Your society may become a 
regular Young People’s Church, a Bible 
school, a Mission Station, an evangelistic 
campaign, a soul and body welfare sta- 
tion. hat a wonderful work for you 
to undertake! “For ye serve the Lord 
Christ.” 


Why does more thought produce bet- 
ter work?—“No inventor ever made a 
successful machine without knowing at 
the very start what the machine was to 
do. So also a successful life must have 
a definite purpose.”—Amos R. Wells, 

hat work in our society might be 
improved?—There is always room for 


|| improvement in the accomplishment of 


every committee. “The heart is dead 
that has ceased to throb with longing 
for something better, and the hand is 
derelict in its duty which has:slacked its 
work.”—J. R. Miller. 


How can we improve our work for 
Agen Age ne ES a people’s classes 
in many Sunday-schools are greatly in 
need of earnest workers. The Christian 
Endeavor Society which plans the right 
kind of social times, in which these needy 
classes are induced to have a part, may 
be mightily used of God. Sometimes 
classes in the Sunday-school may be 
prevailed upon to take charge of a Chris, 
tian Endeavor meeting, to the mutual 
benefit of both society and class. A dis- 
couraged superintendent or teacher could 
no doubt suggest ways in which he could 
be given a hearty uplift. 

Norwoop, Ou10. 








Helping every father to be a real 
companion to his boy 


FATHER AND SON 


By PHILip E. HowarD 
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Preparing for Fatherhood. 
The First Few Years. 
When He Joins “The Bunch.” 
His Bookshelf. 
| Taking Him Into Your Confidence. 
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With the New Books 











The Servant of Jehovah (By David 
Baron).—When a book is written by a 
scholarly Christian Jew, it almost in- 
variably possesses a threefold value: 
Christian, Jewish, and scholarly. Mr. 
Baron here provides a deeply interest- 
ing study of the great chapter, Isaiah 
53, “the sufferings of the Messiah and 
the glory that should follow.” The pres- 
ent writer has read it with keen interest 
and real profit. It is one of the most 
valuable books on its subject, and the 
first part contains a scholarly and con- 
vincing discussion of the various non- 
Messianic interpretations. ‘Here is a 
book which all Bible students should 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest. 
(Morgan and Scott, London, 5 shillings.) 


Our Glorious Hope (By J. J. Ross, 
D.D.).—The purpose of this little work 
is said to be “a study of the nature, 
ground, content, and influence of the glo- 
rious hope of our Lord’s second coming.” 
This is an admirable aim, because quite 
apart from any controversy as to 
whether our Lord’s coming is pre-mil- 
lennial or post-millennial; “the glorious 





hope” is intended to have a direct spir- | 


itual bearing on our every-day Christian 
life, and Dr. Ross keeps this specially 
before his readers. It is written from 
the general premillennial standpoint, 





Do you: intend building a new church or 
remodeling your church or Sunday-school ? 
If so, do you know where to get the most 
modern devices and equipment that are 
available for making a church and Sunday- 
school com up-to-date? If you 
would like to be advised about this, will 
you not write to-the Service x 
ment of The Sunday Schoo! Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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though here and there the author does 
not hesitate to take his own line. No 
ome would read the book without spir- 
itual gu. (Fleming H. Revell 
New York, $1.25, net. 


Daniel’s Half-Week Now Closing (By 
J. J. Ross, D.D.).—A new view of the 
great prophecy of Daniel 9. The sixty- 
nine weeks are regarded as literally ful- 
filled, closing with our Lord’s birth. The 
remaining week is said to be op gory 
and covers the entire time of the pres- 
ent dispensation. From the title Dr. 
Ross evidently expects that the end of 
this dispensation is not far off. It would 
be interesting to see what men like Sir 
Robert Anderson and Dr. Scofield would 
think of this decidedly novel interpreta- 
tion. It will not convince all readers, 

rhaps it will fail with a great many, 
ut the book is eminently worthy of at- 
tention. Principal McNicol, of Toronto, 
writes a sympathetic Introduction. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.) 


The Law of Moses (By Edouard Na- 
ville).—A brief but truly valuable dis- 
cussion by a leading archeologist in sup- 
port of the traditional views of all Jews 
and Christians until a century ago that 
the five books of the Pentateuch are 
the law of Moses. Dean Wace, of Can- 
terbury, writes an able and forceful pref- 
ace, and the ‘entire presentation deserves 
thorough attention from all who are con- 
cerned for the truth of God in the face 
of modern criticism. The arguments of 
this little book should be faced by those 
who are inclined to take the critical 
view. Coming as the book does from 
so able. and unconventional a thinker, it 
deserves all the more attention as it 
maintains that “the law of the Penta- 
teuch is by Moses.” (C. J. Thynne, Lon- 
don, 2s 6d, net.) 


Your Boy and Your Girl (By A. T. 


Jamison, D.D.).—The author of these” 


chapters on child-training does not claim 
originality in so far as the topics taken 
up are concerned, but their treatment 
has great value, coming as it does from 
twenty-five years’ practical and success- 
ful experiefice' as superinténdent of the 
large Connie Maxwell Orphanage. Her- 
edity, environment, suggestion, obedience, 
fear, habit, discipline, play, conversion, 
adolescence, life-work, are the principal 
subjects treated. The chapter on con- 
version is fairly satisfactory; the fact 
of sin is recognized, together with ‘the 
need of a Divine Saviour, but one wishes 
that the duthor had made more clear 
just what that Saviour has done for us, 
and what it is that makes his sacrifice 
effective for the individual. (George H. 
Doran Co., New York, $1.25, net.) 


Hebrew Life and Times (By Harold 
B. Hunting).—Like the author’s earlier 
work, this book is written from the 
standpoint of a-definite and even extreme 
criticism, which thereby ignores and 
practically denigs anything like divine 
inspiration. By its hypothetical state- 
ments, it. injects doubts as to the accur- 
acy of the plainest assertions of the 
Bible. So far as it deals with modern 
life and customs in the East, it provides 
a great deal of interesting and valuable 
information, but for students of Scrip- 
ture it is almost worthless. A writer 
may object to what the Bible says, but 
intellectual fairness, not to say honesty, 
ought to lead him to say so, and not to 
give his readers a view of Bible pas- 
sages which is the very opposite of what 
is found in Scripture. (Abingdon Press, 
New York, $1.35, net.) " 


In the Breaking of the Bread (By 
James I. Vance, D.D.)—A series of 
twenty-four communion addresses, pub- 
lished with the hope of helping towards 
a true and thorough’ observance of the 
Holy Communion. Dr. Vance remarks 
that the old-fashioned custom of pre- 
paratory preceding service has largely 
fallen into disuse, and this volume is in- 
tended to help the individual soul to 
prepare for the Holy Supper.. The sub- 
jects are not only appropriate, but they 
are expressed in truly helpful language, 
while the spiritual experience makes them 
‘of particular value. It is much to be 


| hoped that the book will obtain a very 


wide circulation among Christian people, 
not only in preparation for their gather- 
ing around the table of the Lord, but 
also for general devotional purposes, for 
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Lesson for October 1 
Luke 1 


which it is admirably suited. (Fleming 


H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25, net.) 


Satan (By Edward M. Bounds).—The 
sub-title indicates that this book is con- 
cerned with the Devil’s “personality, 

wer, and overthrow,” and. many will 
find an interest in comparing it with 
Mr. Chafer’s book with the same gen- 
eral title. It aims’ at providing a pres- 
entation of the entire Scriptural mate- 
rial, and. all the well-known passages 
are brought under contribution. It is 
decidedly useful to study this subject by 
giving attention to everything that Scrip- 
ture says, and neither going beyond nor 
falling short of the Bible teaching. Here 
and there it would be possible to chal- 
lenge interpretations, but the book as a 
whole is likely to prove a real help, es- 
pecially as the “overthrow” of Satan 
as wall as his present pomes is faithfully 
presented. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.25, net:) 


Men and Women of Deep Piety (By 
Mrs. Clara McLeister).—This book of 
some_ five: hundred ages» contains 
sketches of more than fifty servants of 
the Lord; These cover a wide range 
in time, from. Origen and Augustine to 
men and women of the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries. They also represent 
several races and many lands, and vary- 
ing .degrees of prominence in the Chris- 
tian world. But the words of the title, 
“of deep piety,” are true of each indi- 
vidual. Each wanted nothing else so 
much as to know God and do his will. 


That the book may be “blest to the, 


awakening of sinners and the edifying 
of the body of Christ,” is the desire of 


the author.* The value of the book is} 


enhanced by mary illustrations. (Wesley- 
an Methodist Publishing Association, 
Syracuse, New York, $1.25.) 


A Gentleman in Prison (By Tokichi| 


Ishii).—Just such a stumblingblock as 
the work of Mendel has been to the 
theory of evolution in biology, is also 
this. simple, explicit uncovering of a 
soul ,to the same theory in the realm of 
religious psychology. The soul is. that 
of an uneducated Japanese criminal of 
’ the lowest class, but it is also that of 
a clear-headed man who searches his 
heart with the light of the Holy Spirit 
and tells without pretense or posture 
exactly what he finds. An inhabitant of 
_Mars could scarcely be more removed 
‘from Western culture than he, and it 
is this complete isolatiqgn from any sub- 
conscious. influence exerted by our 
“evolving civilization” which makes his 
story a great human document. Pr. 
Kelman, in an Introduction, thinks that 


William James: would have seized. it! 


“with glee.” However that may be, it 
stands an unequivecal witness to the fact 
that’ the Spirit of God strives with all 
men everywhere, that the heathen is a 
fallen man, and that he knows he is. 
It is a confounding witness against ev- 
olutiohary conceptions of the growth of 
the moral law, and it is an embarrass- 
‘ ing witness against missionary energy 
‘wasted on non-essentials. The conver- 
sion of this notorious criminal inmate of 
many a Japanese prison, whose whole 
nature completely changed, and whose 
seamy sin-scarred visage shone with the 
light of Jesus Christ, became the won- 
der of prison officials, who came from 
afar to see it and to talk with him. 


Brought about by the simple preaching’ 


of the Gospel and the gift of a cheap lit- 
tle Testament, it has accomplished more 
for Japanese Christianity than quantities 
of expensive organization which does 
everything. but convert... (George H. 
Doran Co., New York, $1.75, net.) 


The Promise of His Coming (By C. C. 
McCown, D.D.).—Another book on the 
coming of Christ, and described as “a 
historical interpretation and revaluation 
of the idea of the second advent.” But 
the interpretation is not historical, and 
there is no real revaluation of the idea 
except so far as the author thinks his 
view is “revaluation.” To many readers, 
who take the New Testament as it stands, 
the revaluation will be regarded as a 
sublimation, even to the vanishing point 
of destruction. 
author makes some interesting and sig- 
nificant admissions. Among these is one 
which says that “any one who accepts 
the Bible in its apparent ‘plain meaning’ 
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But in the process the | 
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as his final authority is quite certain to 
be either a Premillennialist or an Ad- 
Ventist” (p. 207). But as in his opin- 
ion both these theories are “absolutely 
discredited by the facts of history and 
Science,” it might seem as though the 
only alternative would be to discard the 
Bible, but Dr. McCown thinks there is 
a “more excellent way,” and he proceeds 
to indicate what he calls “a social-spir- 
itual interpretation,” which means that 
the fourth Gospel’corrects the teaching 
of the former three, and was intended 
to show that our Lord’s coming was 
nothing else than a continual coming to 
the soul. “When once John 14, 15, and 
16 are read in place of Mark 13, a flood 
of light is thrown on the difficulties we 
have been studying” (p. 210).. To very 
many what is here called “light” will 
be regarded as darkness, because ti John 
is intended to correct Mark, Mark must 
have been wrong. > 

Unlike those who charge premillenni- 
alism with folding its hands and doing 
nothing, this writer remarks that it is 
contributing tremendously to Christian 
energy and activity, especially as seen 
in the work of the many outstanding 
evangelists. Post-millennialism is said to 
“entirely lack this driving power” (p. 
216), so that the author rejects bot 
pre-millennialism and post-millennialism 
as expressive of what he regards as an 
impossible literalness. Everything is 
spiritualized and put in the present, and 
to the great astonishment of many 
readers it is maintained that the neces- 
sary consequence of emphasizing our 
Lord’s coming in the future “is to 
weaken the sense of fellowship with the 
present Christ,” and he quotes another 
writer that “it was not possible for Paul, 
as fer the fourth evangelist, to assumé a 
present and summediate fellowship be- 
tween the ‘exalted Christ and the be- 
liever.” 

.It would almost be a work of super- 
erogation to quote passages from Paul 


which flatly contradict this astonishing - 


view. It is a pity that so much ability 
as the author shows ~should have been 
wasted on a book which is a plain con- 
tradiction of the Bible. Not a hint is 
given as to any divine inspiration; on 
the contrary, it is asserted that “to some 
extent his disciples misunderstood and 
misreported Jesus.” This patronizing at- 
titude would be amusing if it were not 
so serious, because it may be fairly as- 
sumed that the evangelists knew at least 
as much about their Master as modern 
writers do. What is still more serious 
is, it is said there were two contradictory 
elements in the teaching of Christ which 


were “only partially synthesized in the | 
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Gospel records, perhaps even in his own} 


thinking not fully fused” (p. 166). This 
book is another proof that different and 
conflicting views of the Bible are often 


the fundamental explanation of the dif-| 


ference of views concerning the coming 
of the Lord. (Macmillan Co., New 
York, $2.) 

The Life of Clara Barton (By Wil- 
liam E. Barton).—The -name of Clara 
Barton is intimately associated with the 
Red Cross, and the story of her per- 
sistence in inducing the United States 
to enter a league of nations by treaty 
and for mercy is fairly well-Rnown; but 
to her kinsman, Dr. Barton, we are in- 
debted for an expressive portrait of an 


unusual and interesting American wo-| 


man. Always a strong individualist, one 
who could go alone better than she could 


work with others, Miss Barton was a! 


sort of nursing free lance during the 
Civil War. She collected her own sup- 
plies and distributed them, and not un- 
til the last year of ‘the war did she ally 
herself with any of the various relief 
agencies or‘ hospital corps which served 
the wounded. 


On a subsequent trip to Europe she) 


learned for the first time of the Red 
Cross organization, which then held 
treaty rights with nearly all Europe. 
Its officers waited upon her ‘and ex- 
pressed théir deep chagrin that the 
United States had refused to come in. 
We objected upon the familiat ground 
of the Monroe Doctrine, of our distaste 
for shoulderihg European war relief, and 
of our ‘belief that an American organ- 
ization would function as well. Miss 
Barton was’ completely won by their 
personal appeal to her, and after dis- 








The Cap that never fits 


“ATO harm can come to me from 
coffee or tea,” is what so many 
people say. Yet those same people are 
often quick to note the signs of coffee 





harm in others. 


How familiar the danger signals are 
—upset digestion, sleepless nights and 
irritability—all warnings of the ner- 
vous breakdown that lurks just’a little 
way ahead. How easy and how de-. 
lightful the escape—by drinking de- 
licious Instant Postum instead of the 
beverages that contain the irritant 


caffeine. 


Instant Postum is the tempting cereal 
drink made from roasted wheat. 
prepared instantly in the cup by the 
addition of boiling water. Its snappy 
flavor is not unlike that of coffee. 


It is safe for everybody in your house- 
hold including the children, and there’s 
nothing in Postum to keep you awake 
even if you drink it at midnight. 


Postum 
—FOR SATISFACTION 


“There’s a Reason” 


Postum Cereal Co., 
Inc. 


Battle Creek, Mich. 
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pensing considerable American money, 


for relief during the Franco-Prussian 
War, she returned home to take up a 
systematic campaign through three ad- 
ministrations, until the treaty was finally 
signed by President Arthur. She was 
at once made president of the American 
society, and she retained this position 
until she was past eighty. 

‘The woman herself is an internation 
study. Frugal she was to a degree, an 
a close and careful manager,’ yet the 
stately luxury of court life abroad 
greatly impressed her, and her letters to 
prominent Europeans reveal how highly 
she ‘revered them. In later years her 
strong individuality became more 
marked. Her assumption of more auto- 
cratic powers in the Red Cross caused 
such a storm in the organization that 
President Roosevelt resigned as an offi- 
cer in it. Later she retired to a strange 
barn-like structure built of lumber left 
from relief work, a sort of combined 
warehouse and home, built in tiers like 
a ship’s cabin. There, within a few miles 
of Washington, she lived and died, al- 


though an amusement park camped be- 
side her, a Ferris wheel turned at her 
front door, and a roller coaster roared 
past her window. 

Miss Barton was a Universalist, but 
in Jater life she became so much inter- 
ested. in Christian Science that it was 





reported she had gone into it. Some of 
the Christian Science philosophy is akin 
to the Universalist faith, and with the 
doctrine of the Divine absoluteness she 
was in entire accord. She was a great 
admirer of Mrs. Eddy, and, although 
Miss Barton was a woman of much 
more practical sanity and better mental 
balance, there was a certain similarity 
between the two women. In depression 
she worried over “menacing spirits hov- 
ering over my poor beset pathway, dark- 
ening it with the shadows of approach- 
ing night,” and like Mrs: Eddy it was 
too, to issue to the press on her ninétieth 
birthday a message of peace and good will 
“to all the world,” with a statement of 
her health. ; 

Dr. Barton says that she was not a 
Unitarian, as she believed in the divin- 
ity of Christ, but not in the sense that 
he is the only begotten Son. “It would 
be difficult for me,” she wrote, “to stop 
there [Christ’s divinity] and believe that 
this spark of divinity was accorded to 
none other of God’s creation, who, like 
the Master, took on the living form, and 
like him, lived the human life.” Dr. Bar- 
ton should also have said that she was 
not a Trinitarian either. This school of 
thought, which has many adherents to- 
day, is really Multitarian, and should be 
called so. (Houghton Mifflin Co., Bos- 
ton, $10.) 
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“One Room into Many— Many into One” 


Used in more than 39,000 churches and 
public institutions. 
for Miustrated Bookie’ B12 





| power. 











Write de: 
THE J. G. WILSON CorP., 11 E. 36th St., N.Y. 
Offices ia the Principal! Cities 





VICTOR Portable 
STEREOPTICON 











BRONZE.1221ETs 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
_Wept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc 


Globe Furniture Company, f3inar“ mance’ 
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When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship _ 





When Prayer is Unavailing 


% As LONG as we can with complai- 
sance contemplate our friends, and- 
even our loved ones, going a godless road 
to perdition;.as long as things temperal 
are to us more urgent than things eter- 
nal; as long as it affects us little or 
nothing that Christ’s Church, for which 
he bled, is harried by wolves, and para- 
lyzed by agnostic, theosophic, and pan- 
theistic poison-gas let loose by demon 
foes; as long as the hovel and the news- 
paper are more attractive than the Bible, 
and the office and the fireside are pre- 
ferred to the prayer-closet and _ the 
rayer-meeting —so long we shall be 
ittle stirred in spirit and our prayers 
will be but formal and weak.”—G. H. 
Lang, in “Praying Is Working.” 


ee 


September 25 to October 1 


Mon.—Isaiah 4 : 3-5. j 
The Prophet’s Message. 
The prophecies of verses 4 and 5 await 
their larger fulfilment at Christ’s sec- 
ond coming. The humble shall be ex- 
alted,. the proud brought low, crooked 
things shall be made straight, and rough 
places plain, and “all flesh” shall see the 
glory of the Lord. To-day it is the 
Church’s voice in the wilderness: of the 
pres crying as John cried, “Prepare 
e ’ 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for every 
discouraged pastor, Sunday-school super- 
intendent, Bible teacher, church officer, 
and Christian worker. Pray for those 
who are called to endure opposition or 
persecution. Pray for every pastorless 
church, and for every church or Sunday- 
school in which there is dissension. 


Tues.—Luke 1:5-17. The Angel’s Message. 


“Exceeding abundantly” characterizes 
the ninefold answered-prayer message Of 
the angel (vs. 13 to 17): Fear not, prayer 
heard, a son, his name John, joy and 
gladness, many shall rejoice, shall be 
great, an abstainer, filled with the Holy 
Ghost, convert many, shall have Elijah’s 
Long perseverance brings large 
reward. 


Prayer Suecestions: In order that 
you may pray sympathetically, put your- 
self in the place of each of those for 
whom you pray. Pray for the over- 
burdened men or women whom you 
chance to know, the aged, the infirm, -the 
bereaved, the sorrowing, the sorely tried, 
the fallen, the penitent. 
pathetically! 

Wed.—Luke 1 : 57-66. 
The Birth of John the Baptist. 

It was unbelief that had closed the 
mouth of Zacharias, just as it is unbe- 
lief that closes many a mouth to-day, 
and yet God had rewarded his persever- 
ing prayer, as he often does his servants’ 
now. (See i Timothy 2:13 and Psalm 
103: 13, 14.) But how much.more. hon- 
oring to God to take his Word -at its 
full face value! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray ‘for The 
Sunday School Times, for every reader 
of the paper and every home represented 
in its constituency. Turn through the 
pages of the paper, and pray for each 
department and for every contributor. 
Pray that wisdom may be given for the 
formulation of all plans for 1923. 
Thurs.—1 Samuel 1 : 9-16 Hannah’s Prayer. 


Hannah’s prayer was “in bitterness of 
soul” (v. 10), with weeping (v. 10), with 
solemn vow (v. II), with perseverance 
(v. Fe), in silence (v. 13), with: absti- 


de- | a Hur. (See Exodus 17:8-13.) 


Pray sym-| & 





. 


nence (v. 1§),.with outpoured soul (v. 
15; compare Eph. 5:18). Out of her 
“abundance” (v. 16) she prayed; out ‘of 
his abundance God answered.’ . 


. Poot Succestions: Pray for all 
al editors and publishers. Write 


occasionally to the editor: of each paper 
which comes into your home, and - tell 
him you are praying for him. The writer 
knows* from personal experience what 
such letters mean. If-youw cannot be a 
Moses, you can at least be an Aaron o 


Fri—i Samuel 2:1-16. - ; : : 
Hannah’s Thanksgiving. 
“Blessed are they that mourn” (1: 
10, 16), “fof they shall be comforted” 
( 2: 1-10). When the elect of God pray, 
the God of the elect hears, and his elect 
then rejoice. “By strength shall no man 
revail” (v. 9), neither any saint against 
is enemies, nor his enemies against him. 
Prayer Succestions: What. have you 
to praise God for this morning? Has 
God answered your prayers? Has he 
blessed you with health, home, friends, 
with needs supplied, perchance with trials 
to drive you closer to himself, and with 
other countless blessings; and are you 
praising God for every one? 


Sat.—Colossians 3: 17-25. A Christian Home. 


“Wives,” “husbands,” “children,” 
“fathers,” “servants” — a: special admon- 
ition for each member of the family, and 
a special admonition for all (v. 17). 
Take these verses to heart and live by 
them to-day. Perchance the wife or 
husband may have others’ working un- 
der them; if so, read chapter 4: I. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for your 
wife, your husband, your children, your 
parents, your servants, your brothers and 
sisters, all your loved ones dnd friends. 
Think of the self-sacrificing devotion 
and thoughtfulness of those who love 
yore Are you as unselfish and thought- 
os 


Sun.—Luke 1: 68-79. Zacharias’. Prophecy. 


John was blessed with Spirit-filled par- 
ents; a pre-natally “Spirit-filled mother 
(v. 41), a — Spirit-filled father 
(v. 67). Such a beginning goes a long 
way towards a child’s spiritual educa- 
tion. Most parents would prefer. their 
children to begin with a*‘good: physical 
or témpora]' asset, rather than a good 
spiritual asset. No wonder so many 
children “lose out.” 


PRAYER SuGcEstTIons: Can you think 
of any one fer whom no one else prays? 
Any one who needs a bit of love or an 
encouraging word? Pray for that one, 
or those persons, very specially: Par- 
ticularly remember the children of un- 
godly parents, and all the unsaved of 
your community. Pray? 


S.-C ReOREY eee 
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-Wouldn’t: You Rather 
Have Six Percent 
Than Four Percent 


if you knew your money 
would be sate? For 27 
years this old, conserva- 
tive institution has paid 


_ 6% on Two-Year Time 
Certificates which it issues for $reo or 
more, and 5% on Certificates PAYABLE ON 
Demanp, issued for $25 or more. First 
Mortgage Security. 
Write for Booklet, 
“6% and Safety.” 


THE CALVERT MORTGAGE CO. 
870 Calvert Bidg., Baltimore, Md. 








Songs Rich in 
Christian Experience 


* TABERNACLE HYMNS NO, 2”— Favorite 
Church Songs for all Church and Sunday 
School purposes. 320 pages—351 songs. 
Strong in the fundamentals of the Faith. 
Art Schram, 50.00 = hundred; Ma- 
nila, $30.00 per hundred. 


“TABERNACLE CHOIR” —Hymns for choir 
use exclusively, every number tested in 
large mixed choirs. Music adapted to the 
trained choir or beginners. x98 pages ; 82 
selections. . Beautifully bound in Art 
Buckram: Prices, 7st single-copies, $7 75 
per dozen, $60.00 per hundred. ra 
Retuenable copy: of either book to song 
committees or ho leaders on. request 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 
Room 1200. 2950. La Salle. St., Chicage, Il: 


















(Lesson for Oct. 1) SEPTEMBER 16, 1922 _ he 


Tye Sunday Schoo! Gita | 


Philadelphia, September 16, 1922... 





The Sunday 5S: Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the follewing rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 


subscribers. in the United States and. 


‘Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China, These rates include 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 

separate addresses or in @ 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


$2.00 One copy, or any number of 


copies than five, $2 each, 
. One five years, $8. 
fey ition o "the club organizer’s 


aid one subscription additional is allo 
for every ten paid for in a club, 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent te 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
50 cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








LOOSE LEAF BIBLE 

$1 with the order and $1 per month 

Bound in Genuine Morocco, Dixiahy Circuit, | 
Round corners, Red under Gold. Patented back.° 
Price, $12.00. Size 6x 7—1 in. thick 250 extra 
pres of note with book. Flexible and neat. 

stever Send for Catalogue. Terms to agents. 

NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn Street, .. Chicago, Ile, 


S. S. LESSON ILLUSTRATOR 


is only $1 oo for a whole year—LESS AN 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance says:“* re 
is no other | like as well.”” Sa: 


é 
_ 158 Fifth Avenue, New Vor”? shes oe i 




















+ FWEYMOUTH’S MODERN SPEECH TEST 


THE mag oo we TRANSLATION 
ircular on Request 
THE Pucrim press ” "chicas 


CORRESPONDENCE BIBLE COURSES 


Enroll now. Use spare time Best books. Finest 
Courses. Hundreds studying Circulars. Write 
Prof C- J Burton. Bible University, Eugene,Ore. 


14 Beacon St. 
Boston 

















‘Cuticura Soap T 
The Velvet Touch 


‘For the Skin © 
Soqp, Olngment, Tele Se cree eae 























To become 
a better 
teacher 


is more readily managed than some 
may suppose. y 

Why not let a trained teacher, a 
trainer of teachers, a Sunday-school 
man of experience, an educator of 
acknowledged pre-eminence, tell you 
what are the principles of good teach- 
ing, and A4ow to apply them ? 

That is what, Dr.. Brumbaugh’s 
book, ‘‘The Making of a Teacher,” 
has done for thousands. : 

And it has done more, because it is 
the kind of book that kindles a desire 
to put its suggestions into practise.: 

It should be in your school workers’ 
library. It should be in your own 
reading list this autumn. 


Why not send $2 for this 367-page 
book NOW ? 
Tue Sunpay ScHoo. Times, COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street Philadelphia 














In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concer@ 
ing anything advertised inthis paper, you will oblige 
the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times 
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